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Report on Gunung Kanthan: Biodiversity Assessment (2013-2014) 


Gunung Kanthan, located in Perak, Malaysia, stands as a prominent site acknowledged for its remarkable biodiversity. In 
pursuit of quarrying activities, the mountain was leased to Lafarge, raising concerns among environmental non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) and experts about the potential impacts on the region's rich biodiversity. 


Background: 
In response to mounting concerns, Lafarge engaged Professor Rosli, an esteemed expert in the field, to conduct a comprehensive 
biodiversity assessment of Zones.C and D within Gunung Kanthan. 


Findings and Controversy: 
However, Professor Rosli's report was met with skepticism, particularly from Dr. Ruth Kiew of the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM). 
Dr. Kiew contested the assertion that Zone C lacked biodiversity richness, presenting evidence to the contrary through a FRIM report. 


Consensus and Conservation Measures: 

NGOs unanimously recognize Zone C's significant biodiversity value, leading to a consensus that Lafarge should abstain from blasting 
activities in both Zone C and Zone D. This acknowledgment stems from the understanding that Zones C and D are intricately connected, with 
the destruction of one inevitably leading to the demise of the other. 

Underground Mining Consideration: 

While underground mining emerged as a potential alternative, Lafarge has officially confirmed that this option is not under consideration at 
this time. 


Conclusion: 

The debate. surrounding Gunung Kanthan's biodiversity has prompted critical examinations and discussions among stakeholders, 
underscoring the imperative of balanced conservation efforts in conjunction with industrial pursuits. The importance of preserving the unique 
ecological wealth of this area remains paramount, and any future decisions should be guided by the principles of sustainable development 
and environmental stewardship. 
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Amazing Species: Kanthan Cave Trapdoor Spider 


The Kanthan Cave Trapdoor Spider, Liphistius kanthan, is listed as ‘Critically 
Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™. This species is known only 
from a single cave in a limestone hill named Gunung Kanthan in West Malaysia. The 
Liphistius are primitive trapdoor spiders and can be described as ancient ‘living fossils’ 
because, unlike present day spiders, they have segmented abdomens. 


The Kanthan Cave Trapdoor Spider has managed to survive since at least the 
Carboniferous period some 350 million years ago, but is now severely threatened by 
limestone quarrying which has already eliminated most of the hill. Not only is the extent 
of this spider within the cave system unknown, but also any risks of changes in humidity, 
air flow and light within the cave cannot be estimated. 


The impacts of even a single blasting of the external rock cannot be assessed — but 
are likely to be disastrous. Liphistius spiders receive some protection under the 2012 
amendment to the Malaysian Wildlife Conservation Bill but so far this has not influenced 
the quarry plans. The most effective feasible action is the protection of this last, unquarried 
section of Gunung Kanthan and/or the legal protection of the species. 
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By TAN CHENG LI and ISABELLE LAI 


NATION 


Saturday, 08 Feb 2014 12:00 AM MYT 


The attractive purple flowers of the diminutive little herb, Gymnostachyum sp. nov. in the Acanthaceae family, which was discovered by FRIM ina recent plant survey of 
Zones C and D of Gunung Kanthan in Ipoh. 


PETALING JAYA: Botanists have discovered two new plant species and a new species of gecko within an undisturbed portion of limestone forest 
on Gunung Kanthan that many fear will be quarried in the near future. 


Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) plant taxonomist Dr Ruth Kiew said the new discoveries were further proof that the area, known as 
Zone C of Gunung Kanthan, near Ipoh, has critical conservation value. 


Kiew said they had found a diminutive herb with purple flowers (Gymnostachyum nov) from the Acanthaceae family, and a tree (Vatica nov) from 
the Dipterocarpaceae family. 


“In addition to these two new species, Zone C is also home to nine species on Malaysia’s Red List of Endangered Plants. They are in danger of 
extinction,’ she told The Star. 
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New species: The Gua Kanthan bent-toed gecko and the ‘Vatica nov’ tree (below). The gecko was 
discovered during a survey of the area by Grismer (inset). 


Kiew said the find was made during one of several plant surveys last year in Zones C and D at the southern portion of Gunung Kanthan to compile 
acomplete record of all plant species there. 


Botanists also suspect that the critically endangered Paraboea vulpina of the African Violet family had gone extinct on Gunung Kanthan due to 
quarrying in the northern portion of the mountain. 


The plant was recorded there by the Malaysian Nature Society in its 1991 study, and with its extinction at Kanthan, only two other population 
sites on other limestone hills remain. 


American herpetologist Dr Lee Grismer, who had led a group of local and foreign biologists in surveys of the area last July, has also discovered a 
new species of gecko there. 


Named the Gua Kanthan bent-toed gecko (Cyrtodactylus guakanthanensis), the 7cm-long lizard bears five dark bands on its body and seeks refuge 
in cracks on the limestone walls. 


Grismer said the species appeared to be restricted to the hill, as it was not seen in nearby limestone hills. This makes it the second endemic fauna 
species in the area, besides the trapdoor spider Liphistius kanthan. 


Perak hills open to destruction say experts 
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New snail species found 
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By PATRICK LEE 


NATION 


Saturday, 30 Aug 2014 12:00 AM MYT 


IPOH: A new species of snail has been discovered in Perak and named after the cement company 
guarrying the hill it was found on. 


Found by two Malaysians in 2011, Charopa lafargei is only 1.4mm tall and takes its name after 
Lafarge, which is currently mining the limestone hill Gunung Kanthan. 


Published in a scientific journal by the Netherlands Malacological Society on Aug 17, the report said 
the snail was found on the hill's northern region. 


“Ona species level, it is uniquely identified among West Malaysian charopidae by its conical shell and 
high, lamella-shaped radial ribs,” the report, co-authored by Dutch taxonomist Jaap Van Vermuelen 
and Malaysian Mohammad Effendi Marzuki, said. 


It added that the snail was found on leaf litter at the base of a limestone cliff and termed as 
“presumed narrowly endemic”, meaning that it was found only in a small area and that more surveys 
needed to be done to be sure. 


“We named this species Charopa lafargei after Lafarge, whose declared goals for biodiversity include 
minimising and avoiding damage to important habitats,’ the report said. 


Speaking to The Star via e-mail, Vermuelen said the snail was discovered by Mohammad and Liew 
Thor Seng, a biologist currently based at Universiti Malaysia Sabah. 


“These adapted species often occur confined to a single hill or asmall group of hills, and are found 
nowhere else in the world. Charopa lafargei may be such a species,” he said. 
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NEWS & INSPIRATION FROM NATURE'S FRONTLINE 


Rare animal species and Buddhist monks in danger of losing 
their home to cement quarry 


by Tanya Dimitrova on 22 July 2013 


An international cement company Lafarge, winner of a Green Initiative award, is considering quarrying a cave in 
Malaysia which is the sole home of a critically endangered species. The proposed operations also threaten a Buddhist 
monastery near the cave where monks are facing eviction. 

Kanthan cave (https://cavinglizsea.blogspot.com/2011/11/gua-kanthan-perak-malaysia.html) in Peninsular Malaysia is 
located in a limestone hill, already extensively quarried for the production of cement by Lafarge. The cave, just as most 
karst caves in Southeast Asia, harbors a unique ecosystem. One of the rare endemic organisms is the Kanthan Cave 
trapdoor spider (http://www. iucnredlist.org/details/46534481/0) (Liphistius kanthan), which was just designated as 
Critically Endangered by the IUCN Red List. It is found nowhere else in the world. 
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Lafarge Malayan Cement has placed warning signs 
at the Kanthan cave entrance and around the hill. 
Photo by: Liz Price. 

One reason why few people care about threats to cave-dwelling animals is that most of them are not exactly cuddly: 
spiders, snails, snakes, millipedes. According to Liz Price, an expert on caves of Malaysia, few people are concerned 

about endemic fauna on the hill. 

“It's almost impossible in Malaysia to save anything! Even big mammals are suffering from poaching, so of course no 

one cares about ‘creepy crawlies'," says Price. 

Another potential loser from this quarry would be the monks from a Buddhist monastery located at the base of the hill, 

near the cave entrance. If the project goes through, the monastery, as well as nearby Taoist and Hindu temples will be 
completely destroyed. Monks and worshipers will be left out on the street. 

“The monks have given up their lives, so it is a bit difficult to leave," a representative from the temple committee, who 
asked to remain anonymous, told mongabay.com. 

Just recently, Lafarge has placed numerous signs around the hill trying to deter visitors and warning about upcoming 
works. “This is very rude," the representative from the temple committee said. “People are afraid to come to the temple 

for worship." 

The representative added that Lafarge was in direct negotiations with the monks and had promised to come up with a 
"proposal" for the future of the monastery. No further details were available about what that proposal might contain. 


Kanthan hill in North Peninsular Malaysia is already extensively quarried. Further digging would destroy both the 
Kanthan cave and the monastery and temples in the hill. 

The locals — temple people, farmers and fishpond operators — have been given conflicting information about the 
future of the hill. Earlier this year, they were told that blasting would start on 1 June 2013 and that they should get out. 
But apparently in April, Lafarge stated that they would not move into that area until 2015. 

Mongabay.com spoke on the phone with a Lafarge representative from Kuala Lumpur, who declined to answer any 
questions about the project. [Editor's note: Lafarge responded after this article was published] 

None of the blasting has taken place inside the cave or the monastery yet. According to the latest reports from the 
area, the local government has currently put the project on hold until an Environmental Impact Assessment has been 
completed. Nonetheless, Lafarge already owns the lease for the territory of the entire hill. 


Farmed land at the base of Kanthan hill with a sign 
warning about upcoming blasting by LaFarge. 
Photo: Liz Price. 
A 1999 World Bank report (http://books.google.com/books/about/Biodiversity and Cultural Property in th.html? 
id—LdjaAAAAMAAJ) on limestone resources management suggests that sites chosen for cement quarries should be in 
areas that are already disturbed or degraded. Caves should be avoided because of the endemic species that likely live 
there. Such criteria are yet to be explicitly adopted in corporate policy. 
In 2001 Lafarge Malayan Cement was presented the Enterprise Governance Award for Green Initiative 
(http://www.lafarge.com.my/wps/portal/my/7_3-PressCoverage_ Detail? 
WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/wps/wem/connectlib_my/Site_my/AllPressCoverage/Green-+ Initiative +Award/PressCoverageHeac 
by the Malaysian Business and the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants. In an ambitious 2012 Sustainability Report 
(http://www.lafarge.com.my/wps/portal/my/7_3-PressCoverage_ Detail? 
WCM GLOBAL CONTEXT-/wps/wem/connectlib. my/Site my/AIlPressCoverage/ Green - Initiative +Award/PressCoverageHeac 
Lafarge states that it is working to “protect and promote biodiversity at its sites" among other promises for sustainability and 


corporate responsibility. 

With newly built housing and roads, there is an ever-increasing demand for construction materials throughout Asia. Innovative builc 
materials made from recycled components could help reduce the pressure on already degraded and over-extracted natural resource 
In 2010 Lafarge received Green Label Certification (http://www.lafarge.com.my/wps/portal/my/7. 2-LatestNews Detail? 
WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/wps/wem/connectlib_my/Site_my/AIIPR/Press+release+ Exemple_1277361133925/PressReleaseHea 
for two eco-friendly cement products manufactured using pulverized fuel ash, also known as fly ash, a by-product of coal-fired powe 
stations. 


'No trespassing' sign Blace by Lafarge on the Way to the aaa in the base of Kanthan hill. Photo by: Liz 


Price. 
More information about a similar project in the region: Caving into Development 
(https://www.thestar.com.my/News/Environment/2013/07/16/Caving-in-to-development.aspx) by By Tan Cheng Li for 


The Star, Malaysia (16 July 2013). 


leases since operations commenced in 1964 (the latest lease 

and operating permit were granted by the relevant State Government 

ministries in 1990). 

e Lafarge, through its Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC), is the 

Registered Proprietor of the land in question. 

e In order for the plant to maintain operations, it is intended to access the 

necessary raw materials from two other parts of the designated quarry. 

These are identified as Area 'C' and Area 'D', both of which are to the 

southern part of the Kanthan Hill. 

e In line with the plant's environmental management systems, a number of 

studies, including biodiversity and cultural impact, are being undertaken 

before exploration of these areas. The biodiversity study, conducted by 

Professor Dr Rosli Hashim, Head of Biological Sciences Institute, University 

of Malaya, has commenced and will be completed before the end of the 

year. 

e Preliminary studies by the University has identified biodiversity sensitive 

areas in Area 'D' and further study of biodiversity management is required. 

This will continue to involve the University as well as Lafarge's International 

Biodiversity panel. Based on the results of the study, best management 

practices will be put into place to ensure proper protection of endangered 

species, before any development in this area commences. 

e From initial studies, it is believed that Area 'C' does not contain sensitive 

biodiversity, although a number of caves in this area have been used in 

recent years without permission. 

e Due to the current location of quarrying activities and non-authorised 

access by third parties to land contained in Area 'C', signage has been 

erected for safety reasons. The plant is liaising with the State Government 

on understanding the use of these caves, as safety will become an 

increasingly important issue as operations progress in this area. 18 months 

of preparation work will also be required prior to accessing raw materials 

from Area 'C'. 

e Lafarge Malaysia has been awarded the SIRIM Eco label for its Phoenix 

and Mascrete Low Heat cement product within Malaysia, and in Singapore it 

received both Green Label and Green Building Product recognition. 
Related articles 
Two new arachnids discovered in Brazilian caves (photos) (https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0529-hance- 
whipscorpions-brazil.html) 
(05/29/2013) Scientists have discovered two new species of short-tailed whipscorpions (in the order Schizomida) in 
limestone caves in Brazil, according to a new paper published in PLoS ONE. The new species—dubbed Rowlandius 
ubajara and Rowlandius potiguara—add new knowledge to a group of arachnids that is little known in South America 
outside of the Amazon. 

Botanists discover cave-dwelling plant (https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0107-hatheway-pilea-cavernicola.html) 


, Popular in the Community 


(01/07/2013) The South China Karst region resembles a lost world with its stone forests and towering limestone 
formations that look like petrified skyscrapers. Standing at the edge of one of the region's many vine-covered gorges, 
you could picture an apatosaurus lifting its head above the mist that blankets the gorge floor. Of course, that would be 


impossible, but what botanists recently found in the region was only slightly less surprising (to botanists). Near the Adchoi 
back of a limestone cave, pink flowers bloomed on a newly discovered nettle that could survive on just a tiny fraction 
of the sunlight other plants receive. As lan Malcolm in Jurassic Park said, "life will find a way." Con 


Velociraptor spider discovered in Oregon cave (pictures) (https://news.mongabay.com/2012/0817-hance-new-spider- 
family.html) 


(08/17/2012) Scouring the caves of Southwest Oregon, scientists have made the incredible discovery of a fearsome apex 
predator with massive, sickle claws. No, it's not the Velociraptor from Jurassic Park: it's a large spider that is so unique 
scientists were forced to create a new taxonomic family for it. This is the first new spider family to be discovered in 
North America in over 130 years. ‘This is something completely new,’ lead author of a paper on the species, Charles 
Griswold with the California Academy of Sciences, told SFGate. ‘It's a historic event.’ 


(08/06/2012) Scientists have discovered what is likely a new species of cricket that is the top predator of its lightless 
world: a cave in a Venezuelan tepui. The fauna of cave was documented by BBC filmmakers as researchers uncovered 
not only a large, flesh-eating cricket but a new species of catfish. 

Scientists discover world's deepest terrestrial animal (https://news.mongabay.com/2012/0222- 
hance_deepest_animal.html) 

(02/22/2012) It's not the prehistoric monsters from the Jules Verne's Journey to the Center of the Earth or the human- 
bat hybrids of The Decsent, but it's an astonishing discovery nonetheless: intrepid scientists have discovered the 
world's deepest surviving terrestrial animal to date, a small wingless insect known as a springtail. Explorers discovered 
the new species, Plutomurus ortobalaganensis at a shocking 1.23 miles (1.98 kilometers) below the surface. The species 
was discovered by the Ibero-Russian CaveX Team Expedition in Krubera-Voronja Cave, the world's only known cave to 
go deeper than 2 kilometers. 


Article published by Jeremy Hance 
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Scientists name new endangered species after the 
company that will decide its fate 


by Tanya Dimitrova on 24 August 2014 


e Vermeulen, J.J. & Marzuki, M.E. (2014) 'Charopa' lafargei (Gastropoda, Pulmonata, Charopidae), a new, presumed narrowly 


Aerial view of cement quarry and limestone hill home to a number of species found nowhere else including a 
new snail. Photo by: Ong Poh Teck/Basteria. 

Scientists have discovered a new snail species on a limestone hill near a cement quarry in Malaysia, which as 
far as they know lives nowhere else in the world. The animal's shell is only one tenth of an inch in size. 
“Narrow endemic species are a common occurrence on limestone hills," Jaap Vermeulen, lead author of the 
new study, told mongabay.com. "A good biologist can quite easily discover several species of endemic 
invertebrates on an isolated, unsurveyed hill.” 

Although just unearthed, the miniscule snail is already threatened with extinction. It lives on a limestone hill 
called Kanthan given as a concession to an international company Lafarge. The cement producer quarries 
the hill for raw materials. As a result, the snail will be included as Critically Endangered in the next update of 
the IUCN Red List for Endangered Species. 

The scientists who discovered the animal named it Charopa lafargei, after the cement company that will 
decide its fate. 

“I'm not aware of a species threatened with extinction which has been given the name of the company which 
can determine whether it goes extinct or survives,” said Tony Whitten from Fauna & Flora International. 

The new snail is not the only endemic species found on the hill. Kanthan is also home to nine plant species 
that are on Malaysia's Red List of Endangered Plants, one Critically Endangered spider 
(https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0722-dimitrova-cave-cement.html) (Liphistius kanthan), one gecko 
(Cyrtodactylus guakanthanensis) and two snails (Opisthostoma trapezium and Sinoennea chrysalis) that are 
found nowhere else in the world. 


Various views of the shell of the new snail species named after Lafarge. Photo courtesy of Vermeulen et al. 
Representatives from Lafarge have attended a number of talks with local environmentalists and discussed 
potential conservation efforts on the south side of the hill—the confirmed home of the Critically Endangered 
spider and gecko. 

"We are committed to ensuring the preservation of rare biodiversity that may be found on land identified for 
quarry development," said Jim Ruxton, Senior Vice-President, Industrial Operations, Lafarge Malaysia. 

The new snail, however, was discovered on the north side of the hill—an area which is not planned to 


receive any special protection. 

The company offered no comment on the name selection for the new species. endemic species from Peninsular 
Environmentalists suggest that what is ultimately needed for good limestone hills management in Malaysia is 

a region-wide environmental assessment which looks at the biodiversity, physical environment, social and 
economic costs and benefits of quarrying these hills. The industry could come up with a ranking for the hills 

as potential quarry sites. Some will be low-hanging fruits because they are already heavily explored and don't 
have much wildlife worth protecting. Others, though, will actually have dozens of endemic species and would 
better be left alone. 

“That would be a strategic and logical way to do it," said Whitten. Malaysia. Basteria. 78 (1-3): 31-34 

Likely part of the issue, however, is that Lafarge has already invested a lot in Kanthan hill. The company has 
paid a concession to the local government and has built a cement processing plant immediately next to it. 

The fate of ‘their’ newly discovered snail remains uncertain. 

Citations: Related articles Pop 
Rare animal species and Buddhist monks in danger of losing their home to cement quarry 
(https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0722-dimitrova-cave-cement.html) 


(07/22/2013) An international cement company Lafarge, winner of a Green Initiative award, is considering 

quarrying a cave in Malaysia which is the sole home of a critically endangered species. The proposed 

operations also threaten a Buddhist monastery near the cave where monks are facing eviction. Kanthan cave 

in Peninsular Malaysia is located in a limestone hill, already extensively quarried for the production of 

cement by Lafarge. The cave, just as most karst caves in Southeast Asia, harbors a unique ecosystem. One of 

the rare endemic organisms is the Kanthan Cave trapdoor spider (Liphistius kanthan), which was just 

designated as Critically Endangered by the IUCN Red List. 

Forgotten species: the exotic squirrel with a super tail (https://news.mongabay.com/2014/0813-hance- Con 
forgotten-tufted-ground-squirrel.html) 
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(08/13/2014) With among the world's largest tails compared to body-size, the tufted ground sguirrel just 
might be the most exotic sguirrel species on the planet. Found only on the island of Borneo, this threatened 
species is also surrounded by wild tales, including the tenacity to take down a deer for dinner. New research 
explores the sguirrel's monster tail and whether other tales about it may be true. 
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A tiny, rare snail in Malaysia has big 
conseguences for global cement giant 


Mon 25 Aug 2014 07.00 BST 


— a © 


| a 

| or the first time ever, a ‘new’ species has been named after the company 
that has the power to either conserve or destroy it. It’s a snail and, 
although small, has the potential to leave a permanent legacy for a giant 
global business. 
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The snail in question was recently discovered living on an isolated limestone hill 
called Gunung Kanthan in the northwest of Peninsular Malaysia - its only known 
home on Earth. Many species with tiny geographical ranges are at particular risk of 
extinction, but this one more so than many as the only place it has ever been found 
is in the corner of a limestone quarry run by global cement and aggregates giant 
Lafarge. 


The quarry, or at least those parts of it that have yet to be blown apart to provide 
material for cement manufacture, has proven a remarkably fertile place for new 
species. It has recently been the source of three new kinds of plant, a trapdoor 
spider, another snail and new kind of Bent-toed Gecko. Given the very restricted 
known distributions of these species, all of them are presumed to be at critical risk 
of global extinction, and all face threat from further quarrying. 


These newcomers on Earth’s register of life are not alone. Across a broad region of 
tropical Asia new species are being discovered at a very rapid rate. Caves, lakes and 
gorge forests are among the features that have been found to host species never 
before known, but which are in many cases vulnerable to being quickly lost. 


The naming of new species follows a formal technical process. First the novel life 
form must be described and shown to be as yet unknown to science. It is then 
allocated a new two-part name, usually in Latin or Greek. Such names are often 
chosen to honour a person involved in some way with its discovery, for example the 
biologist who first found it or a benefactor who funded their work. 


Whatever the inspiration for the name, the first part describes the group of closely 
related species to which it belongs - the genus. In this case a group of snails called 
Charopa. The second part is specific to the animal, plant, fungi or microbe in 
question. Executives at Lafarge global headquarters in Paris should take note that 
the second part of the name allocated by the molusc specialists who named this 
new creature is lafargei. 


Biologists who published the paper naming the new species did so in the most 
recent issue of Basteria, the journal of the Netherlands Malacological Society. They 
write “We name this species Charopa lafargei after Lafarge whose declared goals for 
biodiversity include minimising and avoiding damage to important habitats, 
minimising and avoiding species mortality and stress, and minimising and reversing 
habitat fragmentation”. 


They added that the company has declared the aim of achieving a “net positive 
impact on biodiversity” and further justify their choice of name because decisions 
made by Lafarge “will determine the future existence of this snail.” 


The limestone landscapes from which Lafarge is winning aggregates to make 
cement are evidently of global importance for biodiversity and alongside the broad 
aim of achieving a ‘net positive impact’ the firm has undertaken some specific steps 
at Gunung Kanthan that it says are aimed at protecting the unique wildlife. These 
are, however, believed by conservationists to be insufficient to secure the future of 
the endangered fauna and flora found there. 


Thinking about the company’s long-term reputation and legacy, the head of 
sustainability at Lafarge may consider taking the following actions. First, get a team 
of top biologists into the field to do a proper survey of the wildlife found in and 
around the quarry. This should lead to a series of management recommendations to 
protect the species restricted to the mine area. All this would be made public and be 
peer reviewed. Until all this was finished there’d be no further mine expansion. 


Once there was agreement among biologists and executives as to a credible plan of 
action, allocate a budget to make sure these unique species had a long-term future. 
It’s neither complicated nor expensive and would be exactly the kind of thing the 
company would have to do were these rare animals and plants discovered in France, 
for example. All it requires is for Lafarge executives to show some leadership and 
commitment. 


The naming of the snail will hopefully be the catalyst for a credible conservation 
plan at Gunung Kanthan and lead to Charopa lafargei ultimately being a source of 
pride and inspiration for Lafarge, rather than a reminder of corporate indifference to 
the rising tide of extinction that each day gathers more momentum. 
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Report on Gunung Kanthan: Preservation Plea (2013-2014) 


Gunung Kanthan, a region of significant biodiversity sensitivity located in Perak, has garnered considerable 
attention from concerned members of the public. This site, formerly leased to Lafarge for quarrying purposes, 
has become the focal point of a fervent plea to protect its ecological integrity. 


Lafarge's Position: 
In response to public entreaties, Lafarge has firmly asserted their obligation to quarry the entirety of Gunung Kanthan. They have categorically 
stated that underground mining is not a viable alternative. 


Expert Assessment and Controversy: 

To address the pressing concerns, Lafarge engaged Professor Rosli to conduct a biodiversity assessment. However, this endeavor was met with 
contention, as Dr. Ruth Kiew of the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) disputed Professor Rosli's declaration that Zone C lacked 
biodiversity richness. 


Decision and Its Consequences: 

Regrettably, relying on the contested report, Lafarge resolved to proceed with blasting activities in Zone C, opting to conserve Zone D. This 
decision, based on potentially erroneous information, has sparked further debate and deepened the division of opinions surrounding the fate of 
Gunung Kanthan. 


Conclusion: 

The passionate plea from the public to safeguard Gunung Kanthan serves as a poignant reminder of the intricate balance between industrial 
imperatives and ecological preservation. The ongoing discourse underscores the need for transparent and scientifically sound assessments in 
shaping the future of this invaluable natural resource. Moving forward, collaborative efforts between stakeholders and rigorous research are 
imperative to ensure that decisions made are in the best interest of both the environment and the community. 


'Mountain must be quarried first' 
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By ISABELLE LAI 


NATION 


Saturday, 14Sep 2013 12:00 AM MYT 


PETALING JAYA: The southern part of the 400-million-year-old Gunung Kanthan must be quarried first before 
underground limestone reserves can be accessed, said Lafarge Malaysia Berhad. 


It’s Kanthan plant manager Sekar Kaliannan said that this was a normal practice for many quarries but the 
situation also depended on the landscape of the area. 


He explained it was only possible to do underground mining once the upper deposits had been quarried anda 
sufficiently large space created. 


“An appropriate-sized area is required to safely access the limestone below the surface as benches need to be 
developed at each level,” he said when interviewed. 


Sekar was responding to environmentalists’ calls for Lafarge to do underground mining instead of extending 
quarrying activities to the rest of the limestone hill. 


He said that the Lafarge management had clarified its definition of underground mining with the Malaysian 
Nature Society (MNS) during a meeting on Monday. 


“Mining techniques deployed are dependent on geological and hydrological conditions. Each situation is very 
unique and the area where underground mining takes place needs to be very stable,” he said, adding that 
Lafarge had taken all the factors into account before deciding to extend its quarrying activities. 


MNS president Prof Dr Maketab Mohamed had urged Lafarge not to quarry zones C and D of Gunung Kanthan 
in Ipoh due to its huge amount of biodiversity. 


The limestone hill is also home to the endemic trapdoor spider Liphistius Kanthan, which is critically 
endangered, and the Serow goat Capricornis Sumatraensis, listed as totally protected under the Wildlife 
Conservation Act 2010. 


There are also three Taoist and two Hindu cave temples, as well as a Buddhist monastery located at zc 
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Sekar said Lafarge would only make the final decision on how to launch quarrying operations in both zones 
once it completed relevant biodiversity studies on the area as well as management plans for sensitive areas. 


He said that around 18 months of preparations were required before quarrying, currently confined to zones 
A, Band E, would startin zone C. 


A team from University Malaya’s Institute of Biological Sciences, led by Prof Dr Rosli Hashim, is partnering 
with Lafarge’s International Biodiversity Panel to identify areas on Gunung Kanthan which could contain 
sensitive biodiversity. 


“Moving forward, Lafarge remains committed to preserving biodiversity and will be working with the 
University Malaya team as well as MNS to address concerns raised,” he said. 


Forest Research Institute of Malaysia plant taxonomist Dr Ruth Kiew last week refuted Lafarge’s statement 
that an initial assessment of area C showed that the area was “biodiversity non-sensitive”, pointing out that 
the Serow goat made its home there. 
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'Preserve all of Gunung Kanthan' 
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By PATRICK LEE 


NATION 


Thursday, 29 May 2014 12:00 AM MYT 


IPOH: Environmentalists are demanding that Gunung Kanthan’s ecosystem be kept whole and that any 
conservation there not be limited to merely one of the two zones. 


Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) president Prof Dr Maketab Mohamad said Kanthan’s Area C and D were 
connected. 


“(The areas are marked by a) human boundary. It’s an ecosystem. You can’t quarry one side without affecting the 
other,’ he said. 


He said Kanthan’s southern ecosystem would be in trouble if only one area was designated a conservation zone. 


Dr Maketab said he would be meeting with Lafarge Malaysia — which wants to quarry one of the zones — in mid- 
June to present his views to the company. 


Lafarge is the parent of a group of companies dealing in the manufacture and sale of cement, ready-mixed 
concrete and other related building materials. 


Initial findings by the company’s biodiversity study on the two areas determined that Area D was 
environmentally sensitive while Area C was not. 


But Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) plant taxonomist Dr Ruth Kiew warned that Area D would be 
severely affected if Area C was quarried. 


“There is a water system that runs through the limestone forest into the caves. If they get a flood in the cave, it 
will be damaged,” she said. 


The Star previously reported that Dr Kiew and her team had discovered two new flora species in Area C. 
The area was also home to nine plant species that were on Malaysia’s Red List of Endangered Plants. 


However, Universiti Malaya Institute of Biological Sciences head Prof Dr Rosli Hashim does not consider Area C 
environmentally sensitive. 


“The list of species (in Area C) is not as impressive as that in Area D. 


“The only species of importance there is the serow (mountain goat),’ he said, and the animal roamed and 
localised to that area. 
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Jim Ruxton, Lafarge senior vice-president of industrial operations, said it had updated the Perak state executive 
council on the study's indings. 


The study has also been presented to the International Lafarge Biodiversity Panel, which was reviewing it. 


Ruxton said the state exco was looking to form a committee on the matter and that Lafarge would work with 
both to reach a decision on Area D. 


The final report on the biodiversity study is expected to be released next month. 
Ruxton said Lafarge would carry out an environmental impact assessment of the area if it was required to. 


Lafarge plans to spend more than RM200mil over the next two years to expand its Kanthan plant facilities and 
operations. 


The entire area spans some 150ha, with half already quarried by the company. 
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By ISABELLE LAI, JULIA KHAW and AUDREY LYE 


NATION 


Sunday, 09 Feb 2014 12:00 AM MYT 


PETALING JAYA: The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) is lobbying for the entire southern portion of Gunung Kanthan in Ipoh 
to be conserved as a unit, said president Prof Dr Maketab Mohamad. 


Following the discovery of new flora and fauna species there, he said it was clear that Lafarge Malaysia Berhad should not 
extend its limestone quarrying activities into Zones C and D. 


“The whole area must be preserved. Lafarge may divide the areas for administrative purposes but they are interconnected 
ecosystem- wise,” he said when contacted. 


Dr Maketab said that MNS had no issue with Lafarge’s Kanthan cement plant nor its existing quarrying activities. 


“But it must source limestone from other locations once the resources are finished, which will not be for many years. Zones C 
and D cannot be touched,” he added. 


Dr Maketab said MNS would propose to Lafarge that it could help run Zones C and D as aconservation area and visitors 
centre, so people could go in and understand the karst system in the Kinta Valley. 


Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) plant taxonomist Dr Ruth Kiew, whose team discovered two new flora species on 
Zone C, described the area as containing “extremely sensitive biodiversity”. 


“It is critical to conserve the entire ecosystem intact, in particular the unique limestone forest that is a refuge for plants and 
animals because Gunung Kanthan is already an island surrounded by inhospitable farms and plantations,” she said. 


They found a herb with purple flowers (Gymnostachyum sp. nov.) of the Acanthaceae family and a tree (Vatica sp. nov.) of the 
Dipterocarpaceae family in one of several plant surveys there last year. 


Anew species of gecko, named the Gua Kanthan bent-toed gecko (Cyrtodactylus guakanthanensis), was discovered in Zone D by 
American herpetologist Dr Lee Grismer and his team in July last year. 


This discovery marks the second endemic fauna species found in the area, with the first being the Liphistius Kanthan trapdoor 
spider. 


When contacted, the Malaysian Karst Society urged Lafarge to allow visitors and scientists into the caves so they could 
experience the beauty of limestone caves for themselves. 


“We used to organise trips into the caves but have been restricted recently as the property is now private,” said a spokesman 
who declined to be named. 


Lafarge is expected to announce the results of its biodiversity study of the area by March. 


The study was done by a team from Universiti Malaya’s Institute of Biological Sciences together with Lafarge’s International 
Biodiversity Panel. 
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NEWS & INSPIRATION FROM NATURE'S FRONTLINE 


Scientists name new endangered species after the 
company that will decide its fate 


by Tanya Dimitrova on 24 August 2014 


e Vermeulen, J.J. & Marzuki, M.E. (2014) 'Charopa' lafargei (Gastropoda, Pulmonata, Charopidae), a new, presumed narrowly 


Aerial view of cement quarry and limestone hill home to a number of species found nowhere else including a 
new snail. Photo by: Ong Poh Teck/Basteria. 

Scientists have discovered a new snail species on a limestone hill near a cement quarry in Malaysia, which as 
far as they know lives nowhere else in the world. The animal's shell is only one tenth of an inch in size. 
“Narrow endemic species are a common occurrence on limestone hills," Jaap Vermeulen, lead author of the 
new study, told mongabay.com. "A good biologist can quite easily discover several species of endemic 
invertebrates on an isolated, unsurveyed hill.” 

Although just unearthed, the miniscule snail is already threatened with extinction. It lives on a limestone hill 
called Kanthan given as a concession to an international company Lafarge. The cement producer quarries 
the hill for raw materials. As a result, the snail will be included as Critically Endangered in the next update of 
the IUCN Red List for Endangered Species. 

The scientists who discovered the animal named it Charopa lafargei, after the cement company that will 
decide its fate. 

“I'm not aware of a species threatened with extinction which has been given the name of the company which 
can determine whether it goes extinct or survives,” said Tony Whitten from Fauna & Flora International. 

The new snail is not the only endemic species found on the hill. Kanthan is also home to nine plant species 
that are on Malaysia's Red List of Endangered Plants, one Critically Endangered spider 
(https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0722-dimitrova-cave-cement.html) (Liphistius kanthan), one gecko 
(Cyrtodactylus guakanthanensis) and two snails (Opisthostoma trapezium and Sinoennea chrysalis) that are 
found nowhere else in the world. 


Various views of the shell of the new snail species named after Lafarge. Photo courtesy of Vermeulen et al. 
Representatives from Lafarge have attended a number of talks with local environmentalists and discussed 
potential conservation efforts on the south side of the hill—the confirmed home of the Critically Endangered 
spider and gecko. 

"We are committed to ensuring the preservation of rare biodiversity that may be found on land identified for 
quarry development," said Jim Ruxton, Senior Vice-President, Industrial Operations, Lafarge Malaysia. 

The new snail, however, was discovered on the north side of the hill—an area which is not planned to 


receive any special protection. 

The company offered no comment on the name selection for the new species. endemic species from Peninsular 
Environmentalists suggest that what is ultimately needed for good limestone hills management in Malaysia is 

a region-wide environmental assessment which looks at the biodiversity, physical environment, social and 
economic costs and benefits of quarrying these hills. The industry could come up with a ranking for the hills 

as potential quarry sites. Some will be low-hanging fruits because they are already heavily explored and don't 
have much wildlife worth protecting. Others, though, will actually have dozens of endemic species and would 
better be left alone. 

“That would be a strategic and logical way to do it," said Whitten. Malaysia. Basteria. 78 (1-3): 31-34 

Likely part of the issue, however, is that Lafarge has already invested a lot in Kanthan hill. The company has 
paid a concession to the local government and has built a cement processing plant immediately next to it. 

The fate of ‘their’ newly discovered snail remains uncertain. 

Citations: Related articles Pop 
Rare animal species and Buddhist monks in danger of losing their home to cement quarry 
(https://news.mongabay.com/2013/0722-dimitrova-cave-cement.html) 


(07/22/2013) An international cement company Lafarge, winner of a Green Initiative award, is considering 

quarrying a cave in Malaysia which is the sole home of a critically endangered species. The proposed 

operations also threaten a Buddhist monastery near the cave where monks are facing eviction. Kanthan cave 

in Peninsular Malaysia is located in a limestone hill, already extensively quarried for the production of 

cement by Lafarge. The cave, just as most karst caves in Southeast Asia, harbors a unique ecosystem. One of 

the rare endemic organisms is the Kanthan Cave trapdoor spider (Liphistius kanthan), which was just 

designated as Critically Endangered by the IUCN Red List. 

Forgotten species: the exotic squirrel with a super tail (https://news.mongabay.com/2014/0813-hance- Con 
forgotten-tufted-ground-squirrel.html) 


oy 


AdChoi 


(08/13/2014) With among the world's largest tails compared to body-size, the tufted ground sguirrel just 
might be the most exotic sguirrel species on the planet. Found only on the island of Borneo, this threatened 
species is also surrounded by wild tales, including the tenacity to take down a deer for dinner. New research 
explores the sguirrel's monster tail and whether other tales about it may be true. 


Report on Eviction of Century-Old Sakyamuni Caves Monastery (2020) 


The Sakyamuni Caves Monastery, a venerable establishment with a history spanning over a century, has found itself embroiled 
in a contentious dispute following the expiration of its lease renewal in December 2020. Associated Pan Malaysia Cement 
(APMC), a cement manufacturer, has taken measures to evict dozens of monks and devoted practitioners from this sacred site 
nestled within the limestone hills of Gunung Kanthan in Malaysia's Perak state. 


Legal Standoff: 
APMC contends that the monks.are.encroaching on their property unlawfullyxasserting their rightsto.regain control of the land. However, the 
monks counter this claim, asserting that the company had tacitly permitted their occupation of the land for decades. 


Environmental Significance: ee ten 
Gunung Kanthan, much of which has Eh Dan edee quarrying operations by APMC, is of paramount environmental importance. 
` The unspoiled southern section, where the monastery resides, harbors a wealth of highly endemic and critically endangered flora and fauna. 


Petition for Protection: 

In response to the impending eviction, er and Tg adherents have launched a petition urging the Perak state government to formally 
recognize the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery as a designated place of worship. Furthermore, they are advocating for the designation of Gunung 
Kanthan as a national heritage site, underscoring its cultural, historical, and environmental significance. 


Conclusion: 

The eviction of the century- -old Sakyamuni Caves Monastery stands as a poignant reflection of the complex intersection between heritage 
` preservation, corporate interests, and environmental conservation. The ongoing dispute warrants thoughtful consideration and a balanced 
resolution that respects the cultural and ecological value of this revered site. Efforts to mediate this conflict must take into account the diverse 
perspectives and interests at play, with the ultimate aim of preserving the legacy and sanctity of the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery and Gunung 
_Kanthan for generations to come. 


PAS 
P) S 
ATA, 
JENDELA WARISAN 


Dear Members and Friends, 


Badan Warisan Malaysia wishes to highlight urgently, the imminent forced closure, eviction and possible 
destruction of the century-old Sakyamuni cave temple and monastery with its unique contents located at 
Gunung Kanthan. 


This issue is one of national significance as the heritage value and interest go far beyond the state of 
Perak - the temples, caves and limestone hills belong to all Malaysians. They must all be saved and 
protected as a whole, from deliberate destruction for posterity. 


Full media statement in PDF is available for download HERE 


The Future of Gunung Kanthan and Other Hills In Perak, Malaysia 
By Ar Anand Krishnan 
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Kinta Valley, Perak (sourced from the internet) 


The current controversy in Ipoh with regards to the limestone hills at Gunung Kanthan is a great concer 
for Malaysia, on a number of grounds. First and foremost, these limestone hills are special; they are not 
normal hills, both in terms of their appearance and what they are made of. They look different. They are 
like vertical blobs and look similar to the world-famous scenic hills of Guilin in China that are natural 
treasures revered for their exceptional beauty. 


The hills in Ipoh are equally beautiful and are sublime products of nature - they are unique and special. 
Well-liked by many, hills in Ipoh have become a national attraction. You cannot find similar hills or 
outcrops like this anywhere else in Malaysia. However, the state has allowed mining in the area for 
decades. These hills have taken millions of years to evolve; a bulldozer can reduce them to rubble in a 
short time and would be gone forever. As land is a state matter, the federal government has not felt it 
necessary to step in, but perhaps they should, 


But it is what they are made of thal is perhaps where the controversy lies - they are limestone hills 
Limestone is soft, easily mined and is commercially-desirable. It is used in the production of cament, 
which is the primary component of concrete and reinforced concrete, two of the most ubiquitous materials 
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in building construction. This area is certainly not the only area where limestone can be found. So why 
destroy a living natural attraction to harvest limestone that can be found elsewhere? Why spoil a beautiful 
landscape over short-term commercial profit? 


Of course, beauty is subjective whereas commercial viability is objective. In many cases, the objective 
wins if there is no intervention. And intervention is what is required here. At the base of these hills are a 
number of Buddhist and Hindu temples. These temples have been there for decades, for as long as the 
mining concessions existed, If the current mining does not stop, these buildings will face demolition when 
mining reaches their doorstep, which is what is happening now. The land belongs to the mining 
companies and the temples are tenants. For a long time there was no controversy but now, the mining 
company wants these temples to move. Legally, it appears the mining company has the right to evict 
these temples. 


However, the issua is not so simple. Over the years, these temple buildings have become religious and 
tourist destinations; people have come from all over the state, the country and even internationally to pray 
at these temples. Tourists have come to marvel at the temples, climb the steps, reach the top, and see the 
views. Architecturally, these buildings have a unique identity and it is clear they now have heritage value. 
This means that these well-loved temples have a value for future generations, for the collective memory of 
a state/nation. As such, these temples need protection. From an architectural point of view, these 
buildings exist because of their location and their setting in these hills. Located elsewhere, they lose their 
identity, Temples cannot just pack up and relocate to another normal hill. These temples and these hills 
have formed a synergistic relationship, one of form and the other of place. Quoting the seminal work of the 
Norwegian architect and theorist Christian Norberg-Schulz, these temples and hills have a ‘genius loci or 
sense of place’ - meaning there is a spatial and spirit connection between them, not just with the hills but 
with the caves that are inside. The hills are not all solid as many are hollow with huge, majestic caves 
inside them. These caves are simply stunning: their scale and proportion is magnificent, creating a sense 
of awe once inside. Together, they — temples, caves, and hills — form one symbiotic entity, a collective 
consciousness, Mining, if left unabated, threatens to destroy it all. 


If no action is done, if land law in Malaysia is applied judiciously, the mining company has, within its rights, 
the authority to evict the tenants and continue to mine the hills beyond recognition. This would be a great 
loss to Malaysia. In this matter, intervention is required, The mining company has its rights, but the country 
has an opportunity to save part of its heritage. This heritage interest goes beyond Perak; the temples, 
caves and hills belong to all Malaysians, They must all be saved and protected together. 


lt is a tripartite classification: save one, save all. To do this, the mining must be phased out with a specific 
timeline to end permanently. We can learn from the experiance at Batu Caves, Selangor where an existing 
mine was phased out and the caves and temple were saved. Today the Batu Caves temple is a national 
icon. Together with other concerned agencies, individuais, and NGOs, we call upon the leadership of the 
Perak Menteri Besar, the Perak State Government, the Perak Land Office, the lpoh Council, the Federal 
Government, all Federal Ministries and Departments that deal with parks and the environment to intervene 
and stop the eviction of these temples, stop the mining, and stop the destruction of these hills. Should a 
stronger voice be needed, we urge for royal intervention. We humbly request that the Sultan of Perak and 
the King of Malaysia step in and put an end to this controversy by royal decree, for the sake of the state 
and the country. The hope is that these temple, caves, and hills become a classified national heritage 
treasure, and remains as such in perpetuity for the greater good of Malaysia. 


Anand Krishnan is an award-winning architect, interior designer, and urban designer in private practice. 
and holds degrees from UNSW, Sydney University and Harvard University. He has written, edited, and 
taught widely, both in Malaysia and overseas. He is a Council Member of Badan Warisan Malaysia (The 
Heritage of Malaysia Trust). 
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Buddhist monks fight to protect mountain 
home 


Kymberley Chu 


01/14/2022January 14, 2022 


A cave monastery facing eviction by a Malaysian cement company may be the last hope for 
a unique karst ecosystem. 


Speirs Lama Pes mat) 


A cool breeze sweeps through the Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery. Sitting cross-legged on 
the polished stone floor, monks meditate silently under the gaze of a Buddha painted gold. 
Above them, stalactites hang from the rough limestone ceiling. 


This is one of the last remaining limestone cave temples in Malaysia that is in use on a 
permanent basis. It sits nestled into the foot of Mount Kanthan, one of 45 limestone hills 
that rise up from the Kinta Valley in the Malaysian state of Perak. There are currently some 
15 Buddhist monks living and practicing their faith in these caves. 


But the peace here is fragile. Outside the monastery, explosions can be heard echoing 
through the valley like gunfire. This is the sound of the mountain — and neighboring peaks 
— being blasted with dynamite to extract limestone that will be used to make cement. 
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The untouched karst ecosystem is lush and green, compared to the neighboring quarried site Image: 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery 


The Perak state government has leased Mount Kanthan to Associated Pan Malaysia Cement 
(APMC) for quarrying since the early 1960s. The mountain has been divided into four 
zones, two of which are already being quarried. The contrast is dramatic: The richly forested 
southerly two zones butt against the barren expanse of pale rock and rubble of the quarried 
zones to the north. 


AMPC is in the process of applying for permits to begin work in one of the so-far untouched 
zones, where the monastery is situated. But first it has to evict the monks, whom it says have 
no legal right to be there. 


A spiritual sanctuary 


Mount Kanthan is an impressive example of karst topography, where soft, porous limestone 
has naturally eroded to create sculptural networks of valleys, caves and sinkholes. These are 
home to a great diversity of specially adapted plants and animals — and have long drawn 
human inhabitants, too. 
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Bhante Kusala says few people want to live in caves but hopes the sanctuary will be 
designated a cultural heritage site Image: Dhamma Sakyamuni/Caves Monastery 


Bhante Kusala runs the monastery with the help of other monks and volunteers. He says it 
was founded a century ago by Master Laoshifu, who was drawn to Mount Kanthan because 
its form resembled the figure of a reclining Buddha. 


"Our founder chose to mediate here because of its serene, quiet environment," Kusala says, 
adding that there is an ancient tradition of Buddhist monks seeking peace in the natural 
world. 


The monastery echoes with the gentle sound of water dripping from the stalactites that hang 
from the ceiling. A system of pipes catches this water so the monks can use it to bathe, wash 
their clothes and clean the temple's floors. 


Seongyee is a volunteer who has been helping out at the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery with 
cleaning and maintenance work for the last 10 years. "To us, this is a spiritual sanctuary," 
she says. "We depend on it; this is part of the spiritual journey we are seeking." 
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The monks collect water from the dripping stalactites and use it for washing and 
cleaningImage: Dhamma Sakyamuni/Caves Monastery 


Endemic species under threat 


But it is not just this religious community that is at risk of losing its way of life if the cement 
company wins its case against them. Ruth Kiew, a botanist who works with the non-profit 
Malaysian Cave & Karst Conservancy, among other organizations, told DW that critically 
endangered fauna such as trapdoor spiders and bent-toed geckos may be driven to 

if the entire mountain is blasted. 


In 2014, Kiew 


of the flora threatened by quarrying at Mount Kanthan, finding some 32 nan species oa 
conservational importance, including 12 endangered species and 


of tree believed to grow only on Mount Kanthan. 


APMC and its parent company, construction corporation YTL, declined to be interviewed 
for this story. But according to te, the company has been working with Malaysian 
non-profit the Tropical Rainforest Conservation and Research Centre (TRCRC) to nurture 
threatened flora from Mount Kanthan at a dedicated plant nursery. 


Made for minds 


Botanist Ruth Kiew's study showed quarrying is threatening a number of flora species at 
Mount Kanthan Image: Dhamma Sakyamuni/Caves Monastery 


A spokesperson for TRCRC told DW the goal of the project was to train a team from YTL 
"on how to run their own conservation nursery, conduct seed collection, and have the basics 
of tree planting — all goals that were achieved." 


Whether YTL is using the know-how gained from the project to continue conservation 
efforts is unclear. But scientists say that destruction of even a part of the remaining Kathan 
Mountain habitat could see unique species lost forever. 


"Even different parts of the hill, due to varied and rugged topography, still harbor unique 
habitats and specialist species," Kiew said, adding that "plants, animals, and microorganisms 
are not uniformly distributed over the karst hills." 


Yong Kien Thai is a botanist at the University of Malaya who has visited the mountain 
several times to survey its biodiversity. 


"They may eventually grow some of the many different species originating from the 
limestone, but they didn't explain where they will replant this," he says. "Reintroduction is 
also an issue because different limestone hills have their own set of diversity." 


A meditation chamber within the cave system Image: Dhamma Sakyamuni/Caves Monastery 


Cultural heritage hangs in the balance 


Living in harmony with these unique ecosystems, Kusala sees his community of monks and 
devotees as "custodians of this mountain." 


When APMC filed an order with the local court to evict Mount Kanthan's residents in 
January 2021, it referred to the monks as "unidentified occupants occupying the land," and 
stated they were there "without the consent, authorization and/or permission" of the 
company. 


Leong Cheok Keng, a spokesperson for the monastery, told DW six of the monks have now 
successfully filed to be recognized as official parties in the case, meaning they have more of 
a say over how their legal argument is shaped. 


At the same time, they are campaigning to have the monastery officially designated as a 
cultural heritage site. Before the pandemic, devotees would flock to the Sakyamuni Caves 
from cities like Kuala Lumpur to take part in cave meditation. 
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Kusala says his community lives in harmony with the unique karst ecosystem Image: Dhamma 
Sakyamuni/Caves Monastery 


In late December 2021, the monastery received a letter of support from Ipoh City Council, 
the administrative capital of Perak. The council voiced its support for designating the land a 
cultural heritage site. 


"If the monastery achieves the status of a heritage site, it means nobody can change the 
structures on the site and the site is protected from being interfered with," Leong says. 


Kusala radiates equanimous good humor. But he's aware that this way of life hangs in the 
balance as the values his monastery represents compete with economic interests. 
"Nowadays, not many people want to become monks," he laughs. "They don't want to stay 
in caves or a forest... we are the real rare species!" 


Edited by: Ruby Russell 
This text was updated on 17 January to reflect the correct name of the founder of the 


monastery, the number of years Seongyee has been volunteering and how many limestone 
hills surround the cave. 
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Sakyamuni reveals one-of-a-kind golden 
Buddha statue as it faces eviction 


Temple’s artefact found nowhere else on Earth; it also applies to be designated as 
cultural, heritage site 
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The Siddharta Gautama statue with his hands on his knees, palms 
facing down, at the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery. — File pic, June 2, 
2021 


BY 
Arjun Mohanakrishnan 


KUALA LUMPUR — Now that the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery is facing eviction by a 
cement company, it is letting out a secret — it owns a one-of-a-kind golden 


Buddha statue that can only be found at the temple and nowhere else in the world. 


There are many golden Buddha statues, but the one found at the monastery is the 


only one in the world where Siddharta Gautama, known as Buddha, has his hands 


https://www.thevibes.com/articles/news/29529/monastery?fbclid-IwAR2cIM4nroYzWKa5g9gOg THOMmQdPdYubPPky6ZnwFzVPseRioBP-V3M87Q 1/5 
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on his knees, palms facing down. 


This posture is known to devotees as the “perfect meditative stage of the 


enlightened and compassionate Buddha”. 


The history of this statue dates back to when Thudong monks from the caves and 


forests in Thailand ventured into Malaysia more than a century ago. 


The Thudong tradition is a deeply respected discipline of meditative isolation 
featuring enigmatic, wandering ascetic practitioners known to dwell in the forests 


of Southeast Asia. 


Among these practitioners was Master Lao Shi Fu, who travelled to Gunung 


Kanthan in Perak. He used the place to meditate and rest. 


It was inside a cave on this century-old mountain that he constructed the golden 


Buddha statue, which at that time was only 1ft-tall. 


However, the temple’s devotees increased in number in the early 2000s, and the 
monks constructed a bigger and grander version of the Buddha, which weighed 


five tonnes and measured 3m-tall. 


As the monks prefer a peaceful and serene lifestyle, they decided to not reveal the 


history of the statue. 


But now that the Associated Pan Malaysia Cement Bhd (APMC) is seeking to evict 
the temple, the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery wants the world to know that it holds a 


unique artefact. 


https://www.thevibes.com/articles/news/29529/monastery?fbclid-IwAR2cIM4nroYzWKa5g9gOg THOMmQdPdYubPPky6ZnwFzVPseRioBP-V3M87Q 2/5 
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The Sakyamuni Cave Monastery will apply to be designated as a cultural and heritage site. — Facebook pic, June 2, 2021 
Placed in geopark, but not protected 


According to court documents filed at the Ipoh High Court, APMC, a subsidiary of 


YTL Cement, possesses a lease to the land in which Gunung Kanthan is located. 


The company presented a land title document showing that it holds a 30-year 


lease, as well as a map outlining the area in which it seeks to evict the settlers. 


However, its plot of land is located in a geopark — specifically the Lembah Kinta 


Geopark, which is administered by the Perak State Parks Corporation (PSPC). 


Geopark officer Ain Maisyara Yazrol said they have been in touch with the 
monastery, explaining that the area in which it is located, as well as Gunung 
Kanthan, does belong to APMC. 


“From the geopark office’s perspective, APMC has rights to the land, and rights to 


perform their industrial activities. 


“However, after discussions with the monastery, we have asked them to make an 


application to us to be designated as a cultural and heritage site.” 


Unfortunately, despite Gunung Kanthan being located in a geopark, it does not 


have the same protection as state parks under the law, explained Ain Maisyara. 


https://www.thevibes.com/articles/news/29529/monastery?fbclid=lwAR2cIM4nroYzWKa5g9qOg THOMmQdPdYubPPky6ZnwFzVPseRioBP-V3M87Q 3/5 
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“The geopark is under PSPC's purview, but we lack enforcement and laws that 


exist for state parks. 
“So, the geopark is still subject to the owner of the land.” 


Right now, the geopark can only advise APMC to reconsider its activities at the 
site, and the temple to make an application to be designated as a historical and 


cultural site, she added. 


The Vibes reached out to Hulu Kinta assemblyman Muhamad Arafat Varisai 
Mahamad, who said he has yet to be contacted by the monastery but is more than 


willing to help. 


“We haven’t received a complaint from them, but when we do, we will get 


involved and look for a justifiable solution.” 


When informed that the monastery is looking to have itself designated as a 


heritage site, he urged the monastery to get in touch with him. 


“Tf it is true, they can be designated as a heritage site or they have been there fora 


long time, I can discuss with the menteri besar to do something. 
“However, we have to look at all facts, documentation and information first.” 


In addition to battling the eviction application in court, the monastery has also 


initiated an online petition to save both the temple and Gunung Kanthan. 


Those interested in viewing or signing the petition can doso here. — The Vibes, 
June 2, 2021 


Your email 


https://www.thevibes.com/articles/news/29529/monastery?fbclid-IwAR2cIM4nroYzWKa5g9gOg THOMmQdPdYubPPky6ZnwFzVPseRioBP-V3M87Q 
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Kuari Gunung Kanthan: Tiada syarikat dapat 
kontrak baru - Exco Perak 


k3 Bernama 
Diterbitkan 5 Jun 2021, 2:39 pm * Dikemaskini 5 Jun 2021, 2:59 pm 


Tidak wujud isu penganugerahan atau penyambungan kontrak kepada 
mana-mana syarikat untuk membuat aktiviti kuari yang baru di Gunung 
Kanthan seperti tular dalam media sosial sebelum ini, kata Pengerusi 
Jawatankuasa Perumahan, Kerajaan Tempatan dan Pelancongan Perak Datuk 
Nolee Ashilin Mohamed Radzi. 


Beliau berkata ini kerana syarikat pengusaha kuari sedia ada belum 
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mengemukakan sebarang perancangan untuk mengusahakan bukit C dan D 
di gunung tersebut kepada Jabatan Mineral dan Geosains (JMG) Perak 
malah akan mengekalkan usaha konservasi flora dan fauna yang telah wujud 
di kawasan berkenaan. 


“Untuk makluman semua, Gunung Kanthan diluluskan sebagai kawasan 
pengkuarian sejak 1970-an yang selaras dengan zon guna tanah dan kelas 
kegunaan tanah seperti ditetapkan dalam Rancangan Tempatan Ipoh 2020 
yang diwartakan pada 5 Julai 2012. 


"Kawasan pengkuarian di Gunung Kanthan dibahagikan kepada empat 
kawasan iaitu bukit A, B, C dan D. Pada masa ini, pihak pengusaha kuari 
sedang melakukan kegiatan pengkuarian secara terkawal di bukit A dan B 
mengikut Surat Kelulusan Skim Kuari (SKSK) yang diluluskan oleh JMG Perak 
bagi tempoh 1 Jan 2021 hingga 31 Dis 2021. 


"Pihak syarikat berkenaan akan mengekalkan bukit D sebagai kawasan 
pemuliharaan sekali gus membantu usaha konservasi flora dan fauna 
melalui perbincangan bersama Perbadanan Taman Negeri Perak pada 21 
April yang lepas,” katanya kepada Bernama. 


Nolee Ashilin mengulas isu tersebut yang tular menerusi media sosial 
sebelum ini yang antara lain mendakwa kononnya kerajaan Perak telah 
menganugerahkan dan melanjutkan kontrak aktiviti kuari kepada sebuah 
syarikat sekali gus merosakkan usaha konservasi flora dan fauna di kawasan 
tersebut. 
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The Cathedral Cave 
in Gua Kanthan 


Gunung Kanthan: Heritage of Malaysia Facebook 


Jelasnya, pengusaha kuari juga telah bersetuju untuk menjadikan bukit D, 
lokasi terletaknya geotapak Gua Kanthan yang terkenal dengan satu spesies 
endemik labah-labah yang sangat terancam iaitu Liphistius kanthan, sebagai 
kawasan pemuliharaan. 


Beliau menarik perhatian, usahasama juga telah dijalankan dengan institusi 
seperti Universiti Malaya, Universiti Malaysia Sabah dan Monash University 
serta badan bukan kerajaan berkaitan termasuk Tropical Rainforest 
Conservation and Research Centre untuk menjalankan penyelidikan 
mengenai habitat dan spesies sedia ada di kawasan tersebut. 


Dalam pada itu, Nolee Ashilin berkata mengenai isu Taman Eko Rimba Hulu 
Kinta pula, pihaknya mendapati kebanyakan kemudahan sedia ada, 
diperbaiki atau dinaik taraf telah dirosakkan pihak tertentu. 


“Isu kualiti air sungai yang kerap menjadi keruh kemungkinan akibat 
empangan Lembaga Air Perak apabila waktu pelepasan air dan hingga kini 
Jabatan Perhutanan masih menjalankan kerja-kerja penyelenggaraan dalam 
skala kecil. 
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"Jabatan Perhutanan sedang mengadakan perbincangan dengan pihak 
berkaitan bagi menangani isu ini termasuk pendekatan untuk menswastakan 
pengurusan Taman Eko Rimba," katanya. 


Sebelum ini dilapor, beberapa pertubuhan bukan kerajaan (NGO) 
berasaskan alam sekitar mendesak pihak berkuasa negeri campur tangan 
dalam memulihara dan mengekalkan dua geotapak berkenaan iaitu Gunung 
Kanthan dan Taman Eko Rimba Hulu Kinta (Hutan Lipur Hulu Kinta) kerana 
menghadapi risiko pemusnahan tanpa diberi perhatian yang sewajarnya. 


- Bernama 


Gunung Kanthan: Heritage of Malaysia 
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This spider is in the list of critical danger of being extinct. 
https://www.action4earth.com/.../03/Kanthan-Cave-Trapdoor-Spi.... And it 
resides in the Gunung Kanthan region. It is known to live underground 
because of its inability to make cobwebs 
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Monks and wildlife come under pressure from 
Malaysian cement company 


by Sheryl Lee Tian Tong on 30 June 2021 


e Since last December, cement manufacturer Associated Pan Malaysia Cement has been looking to 
evict dozens of monks and devotees from the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery in the limestone 
hills of Mount Kanthan in Malaysia 's Perak state. 

e APMC calls the monks unlawful trespassers on company land; the monks say the company 
consented to their occupying the land for decades. 

e Much of Mount Kanthan has already been quarried by APMC, and the untouched southern section 
where the monastery is located is also home to highly endemic and critically endangered flora and 
fauna. 

e The monks and devotees are petitioning for the Perak state government to officially designate the 
monastery as a place of worship and Mount Kanthan as a national heritage site. 


On Dec. 28 last year, a Monday, a group of representatives from a local cement firm arrived at the foot of 
the Mount Kanthan limestone hills in Perak, Malaysia. The day was hot and relatively windless, and the 
sheer white cliffs with their craggy summits and dark-green foliage stood with their faces to the sun. Hidden 
to the casual observer, their nooks and crannies brim with rare and delicate life: snow-white orchids, thumb- 
sized trapdoor spiders, bent-toed geckoes, and tiny snails found nowhere else. 


At the bottom of the hills is a monastery nestled in limestone caves, where Buddhist statues and carvings 
sit serenely under a ceiling of stalactites. Home to some 15 monks and visited by more than 2,000 devotees 


yearly before the pandemic, the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery has, over the last century, become 
a local tourist attraction. 


When the representatives from Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) reached the monastery, they 
found themselves locked out of a gated compound. Undeterred, they climbed over the gates and marched 
in. The shocked monks and devotees “adamantly” refused to accept the legal letter the group had come to 
serve, the local plant manager, Sekar Kaliannan, noted in his affidavit. The document, a letter demanding 
the monks tear down the monastery and leave the land, was eventually left at a post box at the gates. 


“It never crossed our minds that this would happen to us. We had vowed to safeguard the caves 
monastery,” a monk representing the monastery told Mongabay. “But we understand these are 
businesspeople and they’re doing it for the money. So whatever comes, we will try to face it. We harbor 
no hatred.” 


ee 


hall at the caves monastery with Buddhist statues. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


Following the letter of demand, APMC filed an Order 89 application to evict the monks via a court order. 
The monks spent three months looking for a law firm before a pro-bono lawyer stepped in. “[Order 89] is 
a fast-track proceeding — whereby the court will look at the exchanged affidavit evidence and give a 
ruling without going through a full trial,” said Jia Mian Lee, the lawyer. “It saves time and money to 
proceed under Order 89 by claiming the monks are unlawful and unknown squatters.” 


Lee added that she would be filing an action for the monastery and monks to be named as a party to the 
proceedings, to challenge APMC’s claim. “We are arguing that the monks or monastery are the lawful 
occupiers with consent by the landowner,” she said. The parent company of APMC, YTL Cement, 
declined to comment on the specifics of the case due to the ongoing court process. 


In the months since, the monks and devotees have to the sultan of Perak and 
the state government to gazette the monastery as a place of worship and the limestone hills of Mount 
Kanthan as a national heritage site. 
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Monks and devotees at the Ipoh High Court. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


APMC and the monastery have a long and storied history. In the 1960s, the company acquired from the 
state government a lease to the 146-hectare (361-acre) area of land that covers Mount Kanthan, for the 
purpose of quarrying. at the northern section of the hills, with forest cleared 
and limestone cliffs terraced and blasted. For the last few decades, a sprawling network of vehicles has 
transported crushed rock to a fiery kiln, where ground-up limestone is mixed with other substances to 
produce the cement that helps fuel Malaysia’s construction boom. 


A monastery representative said the monks’ presence in the area predated that of the company by several 
decades. But even so, under Malaysian law, the “length of time will not turn an unlawful occupation into 
[a] lawful [one],” a representative from Ng Kee Way & Co., a law firm not involved in the case, told 
Mongabay. “In order for Monastery to challenge APMC ... Monastery must prove that they have 
obtained consent or authorisation from APMC.” 


That, the monks say, did happen: in 1997, APMC assured the monks that they would be able to continue 
practicing peacefully, and the monastery poured millions of ringgit into building more facilities for 
devotees, a monastery representative said. APMC’s then-parent company, cement producer Lafarge 
Malayan Cement, reaffirmed this commitment in a meeting between the two sides in 2009, he added. 


But in 2013, the monastery representative said, Lafarge began demanding that the monks leave the area 
for two to three hours a day to commence rock blasting, after which they would be allowed to return. 


Among those present at the meeting between the two sides was Sekar, who became the Kanthan plant 
manager in 2010, the representative said. 


“[The new demands were] really unexpected,” the representative added, but the company’s plans did not 
materialize. After appeals by the monks, the state government stepped in to curb blasting activities in the 
area. The government also verbally assured the monks it would gazette the monastery as a worship site 
once APMC’s lease ended, according to the representative. 


Aerial view of Mount Kanthan’s quarried northern section. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


In 2019, Lafarge Malaysia (previously Lafarge Malayan Cement) was acquired by a competitor, YTL 
Cement. In 2020, APMC’s lease ended and was renewed for another 30 years without the monastery 
being gazetted. 


Both APMC and YTL have denied the monks’ claims that the companies gave them assurance to 
continue practicing in their caves monastery. “It is unknown to [APMC] who the occupants of the 
Structure are,” Sekar said in his affidavit. “The occupants are squatters who have occupied the Land 
illegally and without the consent of [APMC].” 


“Contrary to what has been claimed by irresponsible parties, we have co-existed harmoniously with the 
local community,” YTL added in a statement, highlighting that many farmers continue to live on its 
leased land without charge. “The real issues at hand are safety and the sanctity of the law.” 
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Limestone hills are often home to unique species found nowhere else in the world. Photo by Paul White, Wikimedia Commons. 


Limestone structures are “highly reactive to water or weak acid (such as rainwater)” and as such are 
prone to “highly unpredictable” natural geological disasters, the company said, citing fatal rockfall 
incidents in Mount Cheroh in 1973 and Perak Caves Temple in 2009. “As the rightful owner of the land, 
we are responsible for all that occurs on it. We cannot stand by the misleading of the public nor allow 
such negligence.” 


Liz Price, an expert on Malaysian caves who has followed the dispute between the monks and APMC 
since 2013, said that such concerns “grossly [exaggerate]” the risk. 


“In theory, every single limestone hill is being dissolved by rainwater. Rain falls on the hills, seeps down 
inside the hill via cracks and faults and slowly carves out the caves,” she said. “Unless they have done a 
specific study on the rock at the monastery, there is no reason why it should be any different from other 
[limestone] hills and caves. There is more of a risk from damage done to the rock by the quarry blasting 
than there is from collapse by rainwater.” 


Sekar said in his affidavit that the company was indeed planning on quarrying the land the monastery was 
sitting on. “The operations at the Quarry Site would include, among others, heavy duty drilling, rock 
blasting, excavation of rock material [and] the hauling of stones followed by crushing of stones,” he said. 
“If the occupants of the Structure continue to remain on the Land, they will be exposed to danger of rock 
fall or rock blasting.” 


x it — — 
Aerial view of unquarried southern section of Mount Kanthan. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


The unquarried southern part of Mount Kanthan, which the company splits into two sections labeled C 
and D, contains not only the monastery but also other Taoist and Hindu temples. Its diverse topography 
includes sheer cliffs topped by a summit ridge of jagged rocks, a gully that leads to the enormous 
Kanthan Cave, and tall limestone forests and swamps where the (Capricornis 
sumatraensis), a type of goat-antelope, lives. 


Following a 2014 biodiversity study done on sections C and D that 
including a critically endangered spider species, Lafarge abandoned plans to quarry the area (which 
covers Kanthan Cave), designating it as a conservation site. 


“We are committed to preserving and protecting [Kanthan Cave] where endemic flora and fauna can be 
found,” YTL said in a statement. “We have been collaborating with experts from leading institutions to 
conduct research into how biodiversity can be effectively managed and conserved.” 


What’s left is the nonprotected and possibly soon-to-be-quarried section C, home to the monastery, other 
temples and a multitude of endemic species from the different ecological niches created by diverse 
limestone terrains. Lafarge deemed C “less sensitive” than D in terms of biodiversity following its 2014 
study, but researchers from the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and University of Malaya 
(UM) have contested the company’s claims. 
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A serow (Capricornis sumatraensis) at Dusit Zoo, Bangkok, Thailand. Photo by Melanochromis via Wikimedia Commons. 


Within the concession area, they argued that, contrary to Lafarge’s conclusions, area C contains hyper- 
endemic species and is “significantly richer” than area D due to its more varied topography, with C 
containing 68% of Mount Kanthan’s flora. “The results of the Lafarge Biodiversity Survey have not been 
made available but certainly the assertion that Area “C' ‘does not contain sensitive biodiversity’ is clearly 
unfounded,” the researchers wrote. YTL did not respond to a request to release its 2014 biodiversity 
report. 


Ruth Kiew, a plant taxonomist and first author of the paper, told Malaysian news outlet The Star in 2013 
that C and D ought to be conserved as a unit due to the interactive nature of the ecosystem there. “If they 
take zone C, the Serow will not be able to live on [Mount] Kanthan, and it will also mean the end of 
[Mount] Kanthan,” she said. 


Mount Kanthan is one of several limestone geological parks in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, 
declared by the sultan of Perak in 2018. 


Unlike state parks, however, geoparks have fewer protections under the law. “From the geopark office’s 
perspective, APMC has rights to the land, and rights to perform their industrial activities,” a geopark 
officer told Malaysian news site The Vibes in June. 


“The geopark is under [the Perak State Parks Corporation’s] purview, but we lack enforcement and laws 
that exist for state parks. So, the geopark is still subject to the owner of the land,” she said. As such, the 
PSPC can “only advise APMC to reconsider its activities at the site, and the temple to make an 
application to be designated as a historical and cultural site,” The Vibes reported. 
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The monastery is petitioning the state government to be officially designated as a place of worship. Image courtesy of 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


The dispute between YTL and the monastery is highlighting legal gaps in the protection of geoparks like 
Mount Kanthan. It is also part of a broader conversation that the state government, NGOs and the public 
are beginning to have about conserving and maintaining geoparks, and the promotion of ecotourism as an 
economic alternative to quarrying. 


In June, the state tourism committee chairperson said the government was looking to collaborate with 
NGOs and introduce ecotourism activities such as bird-watching and hiking in geoparks, The Star 


reported. 


A monastery representative said the monks would welcome ecotourism activities in Mount Kanthan, and 
that the caves already serve as a refuge for stressed-out city dwellers. 


A devotee in her fifties from Kuala Lumpur, who first came to know of the monastery more than 30 years 
ago and who visits it weekly, said the pure air, clear water and natural forest surroundings have helped 
reduce her anxiety and quell her asthma. 


“T used to be an asthmatic with serious allergies,” she said. “The meditation practice, the uniqueness of 
the caves environment, all of these have helped me to be able to enjoy life like a normal person.” Beyond 
health challenges, other visitors to the caves have also found rest from emotional turmoil, including 
deaths and divorces. 


“This is such a small portion of Mount Kanthan, but so unique and important. We think the cement giant 
should be generous and kind enough to respect the region and the people of Malaysia,” the monastery 
representative said. “They are already quarrying so much of Mount Kanthan. Why can't they do that?” 


Banner image of monks and devotees at Ipoh High Court. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery. 
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permit to quarry Zone C of Gunung Kanthan which 
is located within one of the geo-sites in Kinta Valley 
National Geopark. 


Gunung Kanthan 400-million-year-old site is the 
largest and most extensive peak remaining of the 
Kanthan limestone karst complex. Moreover, it is a 
natural heritage and a non-renewable asset to the 
country. 


Gunung Kanthan offers a potential archaeological 
and paleontological treasure trove because many 
archaeological sites of Peninsular Malaysia are associated with limestone caves. 


In 2005, the prehistory unit of the Department of Museums and Antiquities found a pottery fragment, 
probably from the Neolithic age, in one of the caves. How can the government give in to commercial 
greed to destroy a chapter of prehistory that belongs to every Malaysian? 


Another example is the Neolithic paintings found at the Gunung Panjang limestone hill in Tambun 
which lies on the outskirts of Ipoh. The paintings, dated back to between 2,000 and 5,000 years-old, 
were discovered in 1959. What would have happened if a permit had been given to a quarry company 
then? 


In 2019, vertebrate paleontologist Lim Tze Tshen said that he found fossils of orangutan in Kanthan 
Cave and Jelapang. He remarked that he discovered many mammal fossils including wild cattle, wild 
boar, deer, porcupine, and hippopotamus from caves in Perak. A comprehensive exploration and study 
is needed. 


Karst complexes like Gunung Kanthan is also a home to critically endangered endemic flora species 
such as Meiogye kanthanensis, Gymnostachyum kanthanensis and Vatica kanthanensi and fauna 
species the prehistoric trapdoor spider, liphistiuskanthanensi and a lizard called cytrodactylus 
guakanthanensis. It was also identified as “the only remnant of limestone forest in Perak” with a 
population of birds, reptiles, frogs, and the endangered serow, known to locals as kambing gurun. 


In 2016, scientists from Universiti Malaysia Sabah and Rimba which is a non-government organisation 
conducted a large-scale survey of land snails at 12 limestone hills in Perak with a grant provided by the 
quarry operator Lafarge Malaysia. A total of 122 species of land snails were recorded and 34 of these 
were described as “unique to one of the hills surveyed”. About 30 of them “potentially new to science”. 


Limestone quarrying activities has threatened Gunung Kanthan with destruction. There have been 
suggestions for limestone to be quarried from idle mining land or to conduct subsurface quarrying 
instead of blasting the karst. By blasting the karst, it will be obliterating the destroying the entire iconic 
hill, the prehistoric treasures it holds, and price of environmental damage. 


In fact, Lafarge Malaysia Sdn Bhd commissioned Petronas University to conduct a feasibility study on 
subsurface limestone quarrying. In 2020, the results were presented at an international conference in 
Kuala Lumpur, showing that sub-surface quarrying is indeed feasible. 


Prior to this, in 2015, Ramli Mohd Osman, a Mineral Research Centre senior research officer, pointed out 
that there are 21 billion tonnes of sub-surface limestone reserves that can be mined without 
destroying Peraks limestone hills. The Mineral Research Centre is an agency under the Minerals and 
Geoscience Department after a merger of the Department of Geological Survey and the Mines 
Department in 1999. 


We would like to urge the government to explain why it allows the destruction of the limestone hills 
which are iconic to Ipoh when limestones can be sourced from below the ground as experts pointed 
out. Is it because blasting the hills into oblivion is the most cost-effective way to obtain the material? 


The government should be held accountable for the wanton destruction of the limestone hills and the 
consequences of environmental damage because it is responsible for the issuance of quarrying 
permits. Moreover, there were viable proposals supported by studies by experts from various fields 
without leaving a scarred landscape. 


Press Statement, 12 August 2021 
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IPOH - Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) meminta kerajaan negeri menjelaskan kedudukan 
sebenar kontrak aktiviti kuari Gunung Kanthan di sini, berikutan ada dakwaan ia sudah 
diluluskan tanpa mendapatkan ulasan teknikal terlebih dahulu. 


Penyelidik lapangan SAM, Meor Razak Meor Abdul Rahman berkata, kerajaan negeri perlu 
mendapatkan ulasan teknikal terlebih dahulu dari agensi terlibat bagi membolehkan kajian 
dijalankan, untuk melihat jika ia perlu diteruskan atau sebaliknya. 


Menurutnya, semakan SAM mendapati, beberapa agensi yang seharusnya dilibatkan dalam 
perbincangan teknikal itu seolah tidak memiliki sebarang peranan dalam hal tersebut. 


“Berdasarkan maklumat diperoleh dari kuil di gunung berkenaan, kami difahamkan pemilikan 
sudah diberikan dan disebabkan itu, kami mahu kerajaan negeri memberitahu status sebenar. 


“Ini kerana kami bimbang mengenai alam sekitar terutama spesies terancam di gunung 
berkenaan ,” katanya kepada Getaran ketika dihubungi hari ini. 


Meor Razak berkata, kawasan gunung terbabit terdiri daripada empat sektor, A,B, C serta D 
manakala aktiviti kuari sudah sedia berjalan di sektor A dan B selama ini. 


Kebimbangan katanya, timbul apabila Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Perumahan, Kerajaan 
Tempatan dan Pelancongan Perak, Datuk Nolee Ashilin Mohamed Radzi memberi jaminan 
akan menjaga kawasan di sekitar sektor D, sedangkan pada hakikatnya sektor C juga memiliki 
spesies endemik terancam. 


“Datuk Nolee sebelum ini memberitahu pengusaha kuari juga bersetuju untuk menjadikan 
bukit D, iaitu lokasi geotapak Gua Kanthan yang terkenal dengan spesies endemik labah-labah 
yang sangat terancam iaitu Liphistius kanthan, sebagai kawasan pemuliharaan. 


“Namun kawasan bukit C juga sebenarnya mempunyai spesies terancam, jadi saya berharap 
akan ada kajian dibuat oleh saintis untuk melihat jika semua spesies berkenaan boleh 
dipindahkan dari bukit C ke D,” katanya. 


Meor Razak turut meluahkan harapan agar semua agensi teknikal dilibatkan, sebelum sebarang 
keputusan dibuat. 


“Apa sahaja keputusan selepas ini saya harap ia akan diperjelaskan kepada semua pihak 
memandangkan ia berkait rapat dengan masa depan spesies terancam,” tegasnya. 


Nolee sebelum ini dipetik Bernama sebagai berkata, tidak timbul isu penganugerahan atau 
penyambungan kontrak kepada mana-mana syarikat untuk membuat aktiviti kuari baharu di 
Gunung Kanthan, seperti yang tular dalam media sosial. 


Beliau berkata, ini kerana syarikat pengusaha kuari sedia ada belum mengemukakan sebarang 
perancangan untuk mengusahakan bukit C dan D di gunung tersebut kepada Jabatan Mineral 
dan Geosains (JMG) Perak malah akan mengekalkan usaha konservasi flora dan fauna yang 
telah wujud di kawasan berkenaan. — Getaran, 14 Jun 2021 


PRESERVE CENTURY OLD SAKYAMUNI CAVES MONASTERY — YEAR 2021 


Bringing to your attention the urgent need to preserve the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery, a historical and 
culturally significant site that has stood for over a century. This monastery, founded more than 100 years 
ago, bears witness to a rich tapestry of history dating back to World War |. 


The remarkable history of the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery has been meticulously documented in the 
seminal work "Kinta Valley: Pioneering Malaysia's Modern Development" by Khoo Salma. Originally known 
as Tai Shang Laujin Temple, its evolution and endurance through the trials of time make it a living testament 
to the heritage of this region. 


Preserving the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery not only safeguards an invaluable piece of our shared heritage 
but also provides an opportunity for future generations to connect with the past. By safeguarding this 
sacred space, we ensure that its legacy endures as a beacon of history, spirituality, and cultural 
understanding. 


Environmental activists want Perak govt not to extend land leases for gua... https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/09/04/environmental-activ... 


Environmental activists want Perak govt not to 
extend land leases for quarries, mining sites in 
geoparks 


WN 


By MANJIT KAUR 


NATION 


Saturday, 04 Sep 2021 3:02 PM MYT 


wx 


IPOH: Environmentalists have urged the state government here not to extend the ownership and lease period of land for 
quarry and mining sites located within the Kinta Valley National Geopark and permanent forests reserves in Perak. 


Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) field officer Meor Razak Meor Abdul Rahman (pic) said this is especially so for quarry sites 
located at limestone hills, of which many sites had been declared as part of the Geopark. 


Citing an example, Meor Razak said Gunung Kanthan (Area C and D) poses a grave threat to the critically endangered and 
endemic flora and fauna species found only at the site. 


He said among the endemic flora found in the area are Meiogye kanthanensis, and the endemic fauna includes a prehistoric 


spider known as Liphistius kanthanensi. 


“Area A and B of Gunung Kanthan have already been destroyed due to quarrying, now with the extension of the lease, we are 
worried that these pockets of land will be destroyed as well. 
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“Several other limestone hills, where quarry activities are taking place, contain caves that house prehistoric findings, and 
unique biodiversity values that should be preserved instead of destroyed by quarrying activities,’ he told a press conference 
held at the D’Lereng Adventure Camp in Chepor near here Saturday (Sept 4). 


Representatives of several other NGOs such as Aktivis Sahabat Alam (Kuasa), Pertubuhan Alam Sekitar Sejahtera Malaysia, 
Kinta Valley Watch, and Persatuan Jurupandu Geopark Warisan Alam Semulajadi Perak were also present. 


Meor also claimed that a company had put in an application for quarrying to be conducted on 122ha of land in the Segari- 
Melintang forest reserve at the Manjung district. 


He hoped that the state government would not approve such an application, as the land is located at the coastal area. 


“In 2014, the National Land Council had come up with a resolution that all state authorities should take the initiative to control, 
or prevent any approvals for logging or quarry activities in permanent forest reserves. 


“We need to abide by such a ruling, because mining and quarrying activities in forest reserves can affect the biodiversity,’ he 
added. 


Therefore, Meor said the state government must review approvals for such activities in the state for well-preserved rich 
limestone hills and forest reserves in Perak. 


When contacted, Perak Mentri Besar Datuk Saarani Mohamad said he was checking with the Land and Mines Office on the 
matter. 


“I will wait for their response before giving a statement,” he said. 
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Meor Razak (kanan) menunjukkan kawasan Hutan Segari Melintang yang sebahagian daripadanya sedang dimohon oleh pihak tertentu bagi tujuan lombong kuari 
ketika sidang akhbar di sini pada Sabtu. 


A A 


IPOH - Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) bersama tujuh lagi pertubuhan bukan kerajaan (NGO) berkaitan alam sekitar 
menggesa kerajaan negeri Perak mengkaji semula kelulusan dan ketetapan berkaitan kegiatan pengkuarian di negeri ini. 


Penyelidik Lapangan SAM, Meor Razak Meor Abdul Rahman berkata, antara kawasan yang menjadi perhatian adalah di 
kawasan Gunung Kanthan dan beberapa gua batu kapur yang merupakan geotapak Geopark Kebangsaan Lembah Kinta. 
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Menurutnya, bagi tujuan itu, kerajaan negeri digesa supaya tidak meluluskan sebarang permohonan pajakan melombong di 
kawasan Geopark Kebangsaan Lembah Kinta. 


"Kerajaan negeri seharusnya tidak meluluskan permohonan menyambung tempoh 
pajakan atau pemilikan tanah di kawasan kuari-kuari batu kapur yang mempunyai 
keunikan nilai kepelbagaian hayat di daerah Kinta dan daerah Kampar. 


"Tindakan itu penting bagi melindungi spesis endemik flora dan fauna yang 
terdapat di kawasan gunung terbabit. Selain itu, terdapat juga penemuan seperti 
lukisan dan fosil ditemui di gua-gua batu kapur yang perlu kajian mendalam," 
katanya kepada pemberita ketika sidang akhbar di Ulu Chepor di sini pada Sabtu. 


Meor Razak berkata, berdasarkan maklumat yang diperoleh, kerajaan negeri 
sudahpun meluluskan permohonan menyambung pajakan tanah bagi tujuan 
pengkuarian di Gunung Kanthan. 


Sehubungan itu, pihaknya menggesa kerajaan negeri mewarta sekurang-kurangnya satu petak contoh hutan batu kapur 
sebagai Hutan Simpan Kekal (HSK) dalam kawasan Geopark Kebangsaan Lembah Kinta terutama di Gunung Tempurung dan 
Gunung Gajah kerana terdapat satu spesies pokok kritikal terancam yang disenaraikan di bawah 'International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) iaitu Hopea bilitonensis. 


Dalam pada itu, beliau menegaskan pihak SAM turut meluahkan kebimbangan terhadap permohonan baharu untuk 
membuka kawasan pengkuarian seluas 122 hektar di Hutan Segari Melintang. 


Disyorkan artikel ini: 


@ Menteri PN gesa kerajaan kaji semula dasar tangani Covid-19 
e Mesej tular bilik gerakan vaksin di Ipoh palsu 


e Kilang kertas kitar semula tidak cemar Sungai Langat 


"Pihak berkuasa negeri perlu mengambil maklum bahawa Majlis Tanah Negara (MTN) telah membuat ketetapan semasa 
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Mesyuarat MTN kali ke-70 pada tahun 2014 supaya semua kerajaan negeri mengambil inisiatif mengawal atau sebolehnya 
mengelakkan kelulusan kegiatan perlombongan dan pengkuarian dalam kawasan Hutan Simpanan Kekal (HSK). 


"Dalam pada itu, pihak berkuasa negeri juga perlu mengambil maklum bahawa Jawatankuasa Siasatan Rancangan Tempatan 
Daerah Manjung 2030 telah bersetuju dengan bantahan SAM dan Persatuan Aktivis Sahabat Alam (Kuasa) dan menolak 
permohonan kuari yang baru bagi mengekalkan kawasan hutan sedia ada," katanya. 


Katanya, sehubungan itu pihak NGO bersepakat menggesa pihak berkuasa negeri mempertimbangkan semula supaya tidak 
meluluskan lagi dan tidak menjadikan mana-mana kawasan dalam Hutan Simpan Segari Melintang sebagai kuari. 


Sementara itu, Penasihat Persatuan Jurupandu Pelancong Geopark Alam Semulajadi Perak, Uzair Shuhairi menyokong 
saranan SAM dan beberapa NGO berkaitan alam sekitar itu. 


Menurutnya, potensi kawasan gunung batu kapur untuk dijadikan tarikan ekopelancongan sangat besar dan tidak boleh 
diabaikan. 


"Beberapa penemuan fosil dan spesis yang tidak ada di tempat lain mampu membantu sektor pelancongan di negeri ini. 


"Kerajaan negeri perlu terus memelihara hampir 40 gunung dan bukit batu kapur di kawasan Lembah Kinta yang mempunyai 
potensi besar untuk tarikan pelancong," katanya. 


NGO yang terlibat dalam termasuklah Kuasa, Pertubuhan Alam Sekitar Sejahtera Malaysia (GRASS), Persatuan Jurupandu 
Geopark Warisan Alam Semula Jadi Perak, Persatuan Pembela Alam Semula Jadi dan Samudera Perak, Pemerhati Lembah 
Kinta (Kinta Valley Watch), Parti Sosialis Malaysia (PSM), Persatuan Pemuliharaan Gua dan Kars Malaysia (Malaysian Cave 
and Karst Conservancy) dan Persatuan Penggerak Bumi Hijau Malaysia (Bumi Hijau). 


Paling Terkini: Firma teknologi global kekalkan Malaysia sebagai hab pelaburan menarik 
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its survival as guarrying activities 
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IPOH, Aug 15 — One of the last 12 remaining limestone hills in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, 
Gunung Kanthan is surrounded by lush greenery that is home to some endangered species of 
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However, what makes this hill which is estimated to be about five million years old unique is the 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 
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Built amid the karst formation inside the caves, the century-old monastery is home to about 15 
monks.and a place for prayer and meditation: 


But the cave monastary's very existence is now under threat from a company attempting to 
expand their quarry activities near the cave 
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Over the years, about 80 per cent of the Gunung Kanthan has already been cleared due to the 
quarry activities. “What remains of the hill is a small part, which is zones C and D, where the 
monastery and the endangered species of flora and fauna are located respectively,” monastery 
abbot Dr Chlong Sai Tin sald. 


The Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) said three critically endangered new species of 
flora namely the Gymnostachyum kanthanense (Acanthaceae), Melogyne kanthanensis 
(Annonaceae) and Vatica kanthanensis (Dipterocarpaceae) are found in Gunung Kanthan. 


Chilong also said the monastery did not face any eviction issues from previous companies who 
had conducted quarry activities near the hill 


He said the monastery representatives had been reassured by previous companies that there will 
be no development in the area where the monastery Is located. 


"Unfortunately, when the current company took over in 2019 the eviction notice was issued in 
2020. 


“The government and the company must show some discretion as this is not just a matter of 
national heritage but also a great treasure of Buddhist heritage worldwide," he said 


Meanwhile, Malim Nawar assemblyman Leong Cheok Keng said that he wil! bring the matter up at 
the next State Assembly sitting scheduled this month 


“Basically, the gist of my question is to find out whether the state government supports this area 
to be preserved as a heritage site," he said. 


Recently, it was reported that Mentri Besar Datuk Saarani Mohamad requested for reports on the 
issue and will call for an official meeting with stakeholders to discuss a possible solution. 


The monastery was founded by Great Master Lao Shi Fu who was one of the Thudong (Ascetic) 
monks from Thailand who visited northern Malaya’s mountains and caves for meditation retreats 
In the last century, 


Chiong said Great Master Lao had a vision about this monastery when he was in deep meditation. 


“The accomplished Great Master Lao during his deep meditation saw a nimitta (reflection of the 
mind In deep meditative state) of this monastery and came looking for it," he toid Malay Mail. 


"He came to Gunung Kanthan and established it as a place of rest and to practise meditation,” he 
added, 


Chiong said that the monastery has two main shrine halls namely the upper cave and lower caye. 


“The upper cave served as the living quarters and a place of meditation for the monks while the 
lower cave Is open to devotees for prayers. and chanting,” he said, 


Chilong said that after Great Master Lao established the monastery, many monks from various 
countries visited the place for meditation. 
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Chiong said that after Great Master Lao established the monastery, many monks from various 
countries visited the place for meditation. 


“This was when the people around the area started to learn more about the monks and spiritual 
benefits of meditation,” he said. 


Chiong added that some of the devotees even became monks. 


The monastery is also home to a one-of-kind grand golden Buddha statue embedded in the upper 
cave, 


“Initially, due to the small number of devotees, only a small golden Buddha image, approximately 
30.48 centimetres tall, was built, 


“As the number of devotees started to grow by the year 2000, Great Master Lao decided to guide 
the monks to construct a bigger and grander golden Buddha image,” he said. 


He said it took them six months to complete the three metre-tall and five tonnes golden Buddha 
image. 
“The golden Buddha image is extremely unique due to its distinct sitting posture where both the 


palms are placed on top of the knees. 


“To Buddhists, this is the perfect meditative stage of the enlightened and compassionate Buddha. 
This sitting posture does not feature in any other Buddha image in the world,” he said. 
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Good reasons to preserve Gunung Kanthan | The Star https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/08/13/good-reasons-to-... 
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GUNUNG Kanthan, located in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, is in danger of losing its pri = 3 
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the outskirts of Ipoh. The paintings, dated back to between 2,000 and 5,000 years ago, were 
discovered in 1959. 


In 2019, vertebrate palaeontologist Lim Tze Tshen reported that he found fossils of orang utan in 
Kanthan Cave and Jelapang. He said that he also unearthed fossils of other mammals, including wild 
cattle, wild boar, deer, porcupine and hippopotamus from caves in Perak. 


Gunung Kanthan is also home to critically endangered, endemic plants such as Meiogyne 
kanthanensis, Gymnostachyum kanthanense, and Vatica kanthanensis, and fauna such as the 
prehistoric trapdoor spider (Liphistius kanthan and the bent-toed gecko (Cyrtodactylus 
guakanthanensis). 


It was also identified as “the only remnant of limestone forest in Perak” with a population of birds, 
reptiles, frogs and the endangered serow, known to locals as kambing gurun. 


In 2016, scientists from Universiti Malaysia Sabah and Rimba (a non-profit research group) 
conducted a large-scale survey of land snails at 12 limestone hills in Perak under a grant provided by 
the quarry operator Lafarge Malaysia. 


A total of 122 species of land snails were recorded and 34 of these were described as “unique to one 
of the hills surveyed”. About 30 were described as “potentially new to science”. 


There have been suggestions for limestone to be quarried from idle mining land or to conduct 
subsurface quarrying instead of blasting the karst. 


Lafarge Malaysia had commissioned Petronas University to conduct a feasibility study on subsurface 
limestone quarrying. The results, presented in 2020 at an international conference in Kuala Lumpur, 
showed that subsurface quarrying is indeed feasible. 


In 2015, Ramli Mohd Osman, a senior research officer at the Mineral Research Centre, pointed out 
that there are 21 billion tonnes of sub-surface limestone reserves that can be mined without 
destroying Perak’s hills. 


The Mineral Research Centre is an agency under the Minerals and Geoscience Department, which 
was set up after the merger of the Department of Geological Survey and the Mines Department in 
1999. 


Consumers Association of Penang would like to ask the Perak state government to explain why itis 


mM = A An Q 


Home For You Bookmark Audio Search 


2 of 7 8/13/2021, 2:50 PM 


Quarrying fears at Gunung Kanthan geopark 
fuel anxiety at yet another cultural site 


Land lease awarded to mining company Alam Jayamas despite Hindu temple's 
application for temporary occupation 
Updated 1 month ago : Published on 14 Jun 2021 7:00AM - 0 Comments 


Shares 
E 


Arjun Mohanakrishnan 


KUALA LUMPUR - The prospect of fresh quarrying activities at Gunung 
Kanthan, an ecologically diverse hill in the Kinta Valley National Geopark in 


Perak, has triggered alarm on the fate of yet another cultural site there. 


The community at the Kanthan Sri Kallumalai Maha Kaliamman Temple has 
been hit with anxiety over the Perak government's decision to award a lease for 


the land on which the temple sits to a quarrying company. 


A temple spokesman, who wished to remain anonymous, said the temple has 


been registered with the Registrar of Societies (RoS) since the 1970s. 


He said the temple filed an application for a temporary occupation licence 
(TOL) in March last year, but the application was rejected and the lease awarded 


to Alam Jayamas Sdn Bhd instead. 


According to documents sighted by The Vibes, Alam Jayamas’ mining lease was 


registered on July 21 last year, and only expires in 30 years. 
The annual rent of the lease is valued at RM1,308. 


“We applied for the TOL first. So, why did the state government give the lease to 


Alam Jayamas?” the temple spokesman told The Vibes. 


In an email to The Vibes, Alam Jayamas spokesman Michelle Low confirmed 


that the company is the leaseholder of the land where the temple is sited. 


She said the firm has yet to engage with the committee or representatives of the 
temple, and plans to do so after the movement control order (MCO) is over, 


when the situation permits. 


“We hope that all those involved will respect and abide by the law.” 


The Kanthan Sri Kallumalai Maha Kaliamman Temple temple sits on Gunung Kanthan, a limestone hill upon which the 
Sakyamuni Caves Buddhist Monastery, which is facing possible eviction, is also located. — Screen grab, June 14, 2021 


Not fully protected 


The Hindu temple sits on Gunung Kanthan, a limestone hill upon which the 


Sakyamuni Caves Buddhist Monastery is also located. 


However, Sakyamuni, on the opposite side of the hill, faces being evicted by a 


cement company also involved in quarrying activities. 


Gunung Kanthan is in the Lembah Kinta Geopark, which is administered by the 
Perak State Parks Corporation (PSPC). 


Geopark officer Ain Maisyara Yazrol had told The Vibes that, despite the 
geopark status, the hill does not have the same protection as state parks under 


thelaw. 


“The geopark is under the PSPC's purview, but we lack enforcement and laws 


that exist for state parks,” she said. 


“So, the geopark is still subject to the (decisions of the) owner (leaseholder) of 
the land.” 


The geopark office has advised the Sakyamuni monastery to apply to be 


designated a cultural heritage site. 


Meanwhile, a Sri Kallumalai temple spokesman said its devotees and 
management are worried they may soon face the same fate in being evicted, 


although Alam Jayamas has yet to take any action against the Hindu temple. 


An Alam Jayamas representative, meanwhile, told The Vibes that its office is 
temporarily closed and that directors familiar with the matter are unable to 


respond as they are held up in zones under an enhanced MCO (EMCO). 


The representative said Alam Jayamas will respond on the matter by Monday. 


The Siddharta Gautama statue with his hands on his knees, palms facing down, at the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery. — File pic, 
June 14, 2021 


Grave threat 


Meanwhile, Muhamad Arafat Varisai Mahamad, the assemblyman for Hulu 
Kinta, the state constituency that covers Gunung Kanthan, said that he is 


against the decision to award the lease to the company. 


“T want to make my stand clear: I am against this and I will discuss this with the 


menteri besar,” he said. 


“During that time in 2020 (when the lease was awarded), there was a different 


menteri besar,” he told The Vibes. 


He said the lease should not have been awarded, given that the temple has been 
there for so long, but will enquire if the lease was awarded subject to any terms 
relevant to the temple. 


“T know the chairman of the temple and, within the soonest time, I will discuss 
the matter with them. 


“If the government gave (Alam Jayamas) the lease only recently, I don’t agree,” 
Arafat added. 


Environmental groups have warned that expanding quarrying operations at 
Gunung Kanthan poses a grave threat to the area's endemic flora and fauna. 


NGOs, including Sahabat Alam Malaysia, Sahabat Alam Activists’ Association, 
Perak Natural Heritage Geopark Tour Guides' Association and Kinta Valley 
Watch, have jointly expressed concern about the risk to various species at the 
Perak geopark. — The Vibes, June 14, 2021 


Get news, from every side. Subscribe to our newsletter! 


ROCK ART OF 2500 TO 4000 YEARS FOUND IN GUNUNG KANTHAN 


ROCK ART WAS FOUND ADJACENT TO QUARRY AREAS. 


NGO FOUND THE ROCK ART BUT THE QUESTION IS WHO IS PROTECTING THIS GIVEN THAT GUNUNG 
KANTHAN HAS BEEN LEASED TO YTL CEMENT. 


LATER THERE WAS NO MORE NEWS ABOUT THIS.... 

* Is it being protected by the State Government given that these are of archeological and historical 
findings? 

e Or does the decision lies with the cement company YTL who has the right to quarry the entire 
Gunung Kanthan given that the lease had been extended for another 30 years ? 
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Perak Natural Heritage Geopark Tourist Guides Association (Geonat) advisor Ching Boon Tat said the £ 
were discovered when he and two of his colleagues were exploring Gua Kanthan in Chemor. 


IPOH: A local heritage association has discovered cave paintings estimated to be between 2,500 and 4,000 yea 
Gua Kanthan in Chemor here. 

Various paintings on the walls and roof of the cave looked as though they have been scribbled with dark charcc 
red colourings in the shape of boats, humans, the sun and animals. The team also found snail shells believed to 
‘Brotia Spinola’ type and the skeletal remains of a turtle. 

Perak Natural Heritage Geopark Tourist Guides Association (Geonat) advisor Ching Boon Tat said the painting 
discovered when he and two of his colleagues were exploring the area two weeks ago. 

This is the first cave painting found in Gua Kanthan. The paintings still look good and does not appear to have 
deteriorated. 

Most probably the cave was used as a settlement by humans of the Neolithic period. 

“We have found paintings in the shape of a ship 150cm long with 10 humans in it and a drawing in the shape o 
and animals like monitor lizards and chicken,” he said to Bernama recently. 

Ching said the association hoped that the finding of the drawings could be studied further in detail by archaeok 
gather more accurate information so that the findings could be preserved. 

“We have not done a scientific or special study. Instead, we only conducted a general study among association 
without the involvement archaeologists. We need to study the paintings and check the cave area using carbon d 
he said. 

Meanwhile an archaeologist with Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)’s Global Archaeological Research Centre, 
Chaw Yeh when contacted said a thorough study needed to be done to identify the exact age of the drawings. 
She said generally red-coloured wall paintings have been found to be in existence in Southeast Asia since the N 
time where paintings using black charcoal had been used probably for hundreds of years. 

“We have not been able to identify the period when the drawings were made. We don’t have an icon or symbol 
assist us in determining the exact date of the drawing. 

“Normally, humans in the ancient age would use ‘hematite’ which is a type of stone commonly used in limesto 
in Malaysia. And most probably, at that time they mixed the stone with blood or fruits to draw,” she said. 


10/6/21, 8:42 PM Ancient cave paintings found inside Perak cave - New Sarawak Tribune 


Ancient cave paintings found inside Perak cave 


By Bernama - September 7, 2021 


Photo: Bernama 


IPOH: A local heritage association has discovered cave paintings estimated to be between 2,500 
and 4,000 years old in Gua Kanthan in Chemor here. 


Various paintings on the walls and roof of the cave looked as though they have been scribbled 
with dark charcoals and red colouring in the shape of boats, humans, the sun and animals. The 
team also found snail shells believed to be of the *Brotia Spinola' type and the skeletal remains of 
a turtle. 


Perak Natural Heritage Geopark Tourist Guides Association (GEONAT) advisor Ching Boon Tat 
said the paintings were discovered when he and two of his colleagues were exploring the area 
two weeks ago. 


This is the first cave painting found in Gua Kanthan. The paintings still look good and does not 
appear to have deteriorated. Most probably the cave was used as a settlement by humans of the 
Neolithic period. 


“We have found paintings in the shape of a ship 150cm long with 10 humans in it and a drawing 
in the shape of the sun and animals like monitor lizards and chicken,” he said to Bernama 
recently. 


Ching said the association hoped that the finding of the drawings could be studied further in 
detail by archaeologists to gather more accurate information so that the findings could be 
preserved. 


https://www.newsarawaktribune.com.my/ancient-cave-paintings-found-inside-perak-cave/ 1/2 


10/6/21, 8:42 PM Ancient cave paintings found inside Perak cave - New Sarawak Tribune 
“We have not done a scientific or special study. Instead, we only conducted a general study 
among association members without the involvement archaeologists. We need to study the 
paintings and check the cave area using carbon dating,” he said. 


Meanwhile an archaeologist with Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)'s Global Archaeological 
Research Centre, Saw Chaw Yeh when contacted said a thorough study needed to be done to 


identify the exact age of the drawings. 


She said generally red-coloured wall paintings have been found to be in existence in Southeast 
Asia since the Neolithic time where paintings using black charcoal had been used probably for 


hundreds of years. 


“We have not been able to identify the period when the drawings were made. We don't have an 
icon or symbol that can assist us in determining the exact date of the drawing. 


“Normally, humans in the ancient age would use ‘hematite’ which is a type of stone commonly 
used in limestone caves in Malaysia. And most probably, at that time they mixed the stone with 


blood or fruits to draw,” she said. - Bernama 
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10/6/21, 11:56 AM The Neolithic Murals in the Jewel Arch Bridge Cave are estimated to be 2,500 to 4,000 years old | FEHR Perak China Press 
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The Neolithic murals in the Jewel 


Arch Bridge Cave are estimated to be 
2500 to 4000 years old 
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(Ipoh 6) The Neolithic murals were found in Gua Kanthan, which is 
initially estimated to have a history of 2500 to 4000 years. 
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According to a report by Bernama, the mural was discovered by Zheng 
Wenda, a consultant of the Perak Geopark Natural Heritage Guide 


Association, and his friends while exploring the area two weeks ago. Bie: 12 to Moyea 
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He said that the murals were found on the walls and above the cave, 
mainly painted in red and black carbon, with various patterns such as 
boats, humans, the sun, and animals. A species called Brotia Spinola 
was also found. Snail shell and turtle skeleton. 


"The mural is about 150 cm. There is a boat with 10 people standing 
on the boat. At the same time, it is also found that the painting has 
patterns such as sun, lizard and chicken." 


He revealed that after discovering the mural, he only conducted 
discussions and research through the internal members of the 
association. He hoped that historians would come and conduct 
research on the mural in order to obtain more accurate information. 
At the same time, he also hoped that the mural was related. Can be 
preserved. 


The mural is about 150 cm. There is a boat with 10 people standing on it. At the 
same time, it is also found that there are sun, lizards and chickens in the painting. 
(Brazil) 


Thorough research is needed to confirm the age of the mural 


Saw Chaw Yeh, a graduate student of the Institute of Global 
Archaeology at the University of Science Malaysia (USM), revealed in 
an interview that thorough research is needed to more accurately 
confirm the actual age of the murals. 


She confessed that the mural does not have any specific icons or 
symbols, and it is impossible to immediately identify the exact date 
when the mural was produced. 


She revealed that the red pigments in the murals found in Southeast 
Asia date back to the Neolithic Age, while the black charcoal paintings 
are at least hundreds of years old. 


"Generally speaking, most of the cave paintings found in Malaysia are ‘a 
painted by ancient people using hematite, mixed with blood or fruits." 
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COURT OF APPEAL RULE IN FAVOUR OF CEMENT COMPANY, YTL TO EVICT 
SAKAYMUNI CAVES MONASTERY 


Background: In a recent development, the Court of Appeals has delivered a unanimous decision in favor of APMC, a subsidiary of YTL 
Cement, in a contentious land dispute involving Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


Judgment Details: On September 5, the Court of Appeals overturned the previous High Court judgment and issued an order for the 
eviction of the monastery. The Court of Appeals determined that no issues warranting further examination were raised and that there 
was no evidence of APMC withholding crucial information. 


Reactions: Expressing disappointment, it was stated that the decision by the Court of Appeals was disheartening. The ruling is seen as 
a setback for the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery in their efforts to retain the contested land. 


Implications: The Court of Appeal's decision carries significant implications for the future of the monastery. This ruling not only 
mandates the eviction of the monastery but also establishes a legal precedent in favor of APMC and YTL Cement, potentially 
influencing similar cases in the future. 


Conclusion: The Court of Appeals' unanimous ruling in favor of APMC, a subsidiary of YTL Cement, signals a pivotal turn in the 
longstanding dispute over the Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. This decision has far-reaching consequences for the future of the 
monastery and sets a legal precedent in favor of the cement company. The implications of this ruling extend beyond this specific 
case, potentially impacting similar disputes in the future. 


Trending Stop work order issued for the alleged toll structure project in Genting BMS 2023 encourages parents to start savin Q w 


LIMITED 20.102 
OFFERS 26.102 


Ss Wardrobe Essentials For Everyday Wear + 


I= BUNI 
guga 


Abbot of century-old Buddhist 
monastery expresses 
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The abbot of century-old Buddhist monastery which was ordered to evict, 


expressed his disappointment at the court ruling, -Pic credit to FB Malaysia 
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IPOH: The abbot of century-old Buddhist monastery which was ordered to evict, 


expressed his disappointment at the court ruling, 


Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery (Caves Monastery) abbot Dr Chiong Sai buzz 
Tin said this after Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) won an appeal to evict 18m O| Anwar discusses 
a century-old Buddhist monastery in Gunung Kanthan, Chemor here, last week. Palestine-Israel 


conflict with Muslim 
world league 


"It was disappointing that the Court of Appeals has rendered a unanimous decision 
in favour of APMC, a subsidiary of YTL Cement, in a land dispute case against the 


Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery. 23m QO) Police identifying 
assets of MYAirline co- 
"The Court of Appeal on Sept 5 reversed the High Court judgment and ordered that founder, family 
the monastery be evicted. The Court of Appeal held that no triable issues had been members 
raised and there was no suppression of material facts by APMC," he said in a 
statement. 
| MORE NEWS 
Chiong added that the monastery's request for a stay of execution was turned down 
by the court. 
RM39.90 RM79.90 
"The appeal was conducted online. In allowing the appeal, the court accepted 
APMC's argument that as registered owners they were entitled to succeed in a 
summary application for possession. 
RM79.90 RM79.90 
RM79.90 RM129.90 
RM59-90 RM99-99 
- RM59.90 RM99.90 
"The monastery's counsel argued but, unsuccessfully, that the court should confine 
itself only to whether the summons filed complies strictly with the provisions of 
Order 89 of the Rules of Court 2012 which has the effect of evicting the occupants = 


without a trial. 


Trending 


Stop work order issued for the alleged toll structure project in Genting 


"It was submitted that APMC had assured the monastery that they will be allowed to 
coexist with the quarry as recorded in the minutes of meetings and visits to the 
monastery by representatives from APMC,' he said. 


On implied consent by the state government, Chiong said it was argued that there 
was continued intervention, concern and acquiescence because of the suspension 
of blasting operations and also the undertaking to preserve all the cave temples in 
the Kinta Valley. 


"The state government had declared the area enclosing the monastery as a Geopark 
in 2017. It was also pressed by the monastery's counsel that the High Court's finding 
that there was suppression of material facts rendered all the issues raised as 
triable. 
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"Furthermore, the affidavit evidence should be subject to cross-examination and the 

claim for possession should not be made without a trial," he added. CRIME & COURTS 
Oct 20, 2023 @ 


Chiong added that in the High Court, it was held that the plaintiff had abused the 9:34pm 


flexibility provided under Order 89 and provided misleading facts to the court. 


Top Customs officer 
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"It was also held that the monastery occupied the said land with the implied consent 


of the plaintiff and its predecessor. trafficking 
"The High Court also found that APMC, because of concealing material and NST VIRAL 
substantial facts, have disentitled themselves to any relief as they did not come to Oct 20, 2023 @ 
court with clean hands. 6:51pm 
#NSTviral: Ex- 


"Upon dismissal of APMC's application in the High Court on October 4 (last year), 
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the judge made no order as to cost. Whilst allowing the appeal, the Court of Appeal 
also ordered both parties to bear their own cost," he said. 


Damansara 
According to a report by a news portal, APMC filed an Order 89 action to evict 
residents on Lot No. 46497 at the Hulu Kinta subdistrict where the monastery is $ NATION 
located. Oct 20, 2023 @ 
5:08pm 


One of the last 12 remaining limestone hills in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, 


Stop work order 
Gunung Kanthan is home to some endangered species of flora and fauna like bent- stop 
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toed geckos, snow-white orchids and tiny snails. 


Built amid the karst formation inside the caves, the century-old monastery is home 
to about 15 monks and is a place for prayer and meditation. 
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By Zahratulhayat Mat Arif (/authors/zahratulhayat-mat-arif) 


September 15, 2023 @ 11:54am 


IPOH: A century-old Buddhist monastery in Gunung Kanthan here is not giving up hope and will continu 
stay and preserve the place despite the Court of Appeal granting a cement manufacturer the right to e 
institution. 


Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery (Caves Monastery) abbot Dr Chiong Sai Tin said that there are between 15 
to 20 monks staying in the cave and they would fight until a win-win solution is reached. 


"We will remain and continue to fight until a win-win solution is reached. The next legal action will be taken care of by 
our legal team. 


"Never would we move out. We will continue our religious practice until a solution is found that benefits all parties,’ he 
told the New Straits Times when contacted. 


It was reported that the monastery would have to make way soon after the Court of Appeal granted a cement 
manufacturer the right to evict the institution. 


Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) won its appeal after the company sought a High Court order in Ipoh in 
January last year for the eviction of all squatters from the land (https://www.nst.com.my/amp/news/crime- 
courts/2023/09/953174/100-year-old-buddhist-monastery-perak-faces-eviction-after-losing), located at Lot No. 46497 
in Hulu Kinta here. 


Chiong added that he hoped the monastery would continue its religious practice peacefully, and the cement factory 
would continue to quarry in the existing areas (Zone A and B) and pursue a profit-making business. 


"| hope both parties agree on a win-win solution," he said, adding that the state government should interfere in this 
issue as Gunung Kanthan has been listed as one of the 19 limestone hills in the Kinta Valley National Geopark. 


Chiong added that the state government had promised the monastery between 2013 and 2020 that the cement 
manufacturer would not disturb this sacred place. 


Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery (Caves Monastery) abbot Dr Chiong Sai Tin said that there are between 15 to 20 monks staying in the cave 
and they would fight until a win-win solution is reached. - Pic courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery 


"The state government should intervene. The state government has promised the monastery not to renew the lease 
when it expires on Dec 17, 2020, or to declare the untouched portion of Gunung Kanthan (Zone C and D) as natural and 
cultural national heritage. 


"We want the state government to officially recognise the Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery in Gunung 
Kanthan as a place of worship,' he said. 


He added that this matter should also be addressed by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim who is also a Tambun 
member of parliament and urged the state government to fulfil their promise. 


Having a unique karst (limestone area) ecosystem and having been identified as one of the most important karsts in 
Perak for conservation, parts of Gunung Kanthan have already been destroyed, namely Areas A and B, while Areas C 
and D, which are home to critically endangered flora and fauna, are still intact. 


Among the endemic flora species found in the area categorised as critically endangered are Meiogye kanthanensis, 
Gymnostachyum kanthanensis and Vatica kanthanensi. 


While the endemic fauna categorised as critically endangered are a prehistoric spider, Liphistius kanthanensis and a 
lizard called Cytrodactylus guakanthanensis. 
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SELAMAT HARI VOW to fight mountain monastery until a win-win 


solution is reached. 


MALAYSIA eviction » REPORT BY ZAHRATULHAYAT MAT ARIF ON PAGE 16 


Get set for riveting 
Malaysia Day show 


STADIUM Perpaduan 
in Kuching will 

host numerous 
performances and 
thousands of guests, 
including the PM and 
Sarawak premier. 


» REPORT ON PAGE 10 
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EVICTION ORDER 


GUNUNG KANTHAN MONASTERY FIGHTS ON 


Abbot says monks will stay put until 
win-win solution is reached 


ZAHRATULHAYAT MAI ARIF 
IPOH 


Mewangi com iny 


CENTURY-OLD Bud- 

dhis monastery In Gu- 

nung Kanthan here is 

not giving up hope und 
will continue its fight to stay and 
preserve the place despite the 
Court of Appeal granting a ce- 
ment manufacturer the right to 
evict tbe institution. 

Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni 
Monastery (Caves Monastery) ab- 
bot Dr Chiang Sal Tin said there 
were between 15 and 20 monks 
staying in the cave and they 
would fight until a win-win so- 
lution ix reached. 

“The next legal action wil) he 
taken care of by our legal team, 

“Never Would We move out. We 
will continue our religious prac- 
tice until a solution is found that 
benefits all parties,” he told the 
New Straits Times. 

It was reported that the 
monastery would have to make 
way soan after the Court of Ap- 
penl granted a cement manufac 
turer the right to evict the inm- 
stitution. 

Associated Pun Malaysia Ce- 
ment won its appeal after the 
company sought a High Court or- 
der in Ipoh in January last year 


for the eviction of all squatters 
from the land, located at Lot Na 
46497 in Hulu Kinta here. 

Chiong added that he hoped 
the monastery would continue its 
religious practice peacefully, and 
the cement factory would con- 
tinue to quarry in the existing 
aréas (Zone A und Bi and pursue n 
profit-making business. 

“T hope beth parties agree on a 
win-win solution,” he said, adding 
that the state government should 
interfere In this Issue as Gunung 
Kanthan has been listed as one of 
the 19 limestone hits In the Kinta 
Valley National Geopark 

Chiong added that the state 
government had promised the 
monastery between 2013 and 
2020 that the cement minufac- 
turer would not disturb the si- 
ered site. 

“The state government should 
intervene, The stato government 
has promised the monastery not 
to renew the lease when ltexpires 
on Dec 17, 2020, or to declare the 
untouched portion of Gunung 
Kanthan (Zone C and D) ñe nat- 
ural and cultural national her- 
itage. 

"We want the state government 
to officially recognise the Malaysia 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery 
in Guoung Kanthan as 4 place of 
worship.” 


Abbot Dr Chiong Sai Tin wants the Male government tò 
Sakyamuni Monastery In Gunung Kanthan as a place of worship. + 


MOMALTIER? 


He added that thie marter 
should also be addressed by 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim, who ts alse Tambun 
member of parliament, and 
urged the state government to 
Ral their promise, 

Having a unique karst (lime 
stone area) ecosystem and hav- 
ing been identified aa one of the 
most important Karsts in Perak 


for conservation, parts of Gu- 
nung Kanthan have already 
been destroyed, namely Areas A 
had B, while Areas C and D, 
which are home to critically e1 
dangered flora and fauna, are 
still intact, 

Among the endemic flora 
species [ound in the area cate- 
gorised as critically endangered 
are Melogye kanthanerssis, Gyu- 


ELDEST BOY TAKES CHARGE 


Kids orphaned by m-cycle crash 


SUNGAI PETANI: There is nothing 
more important for Muhammad 
Amirul Ikhwan, 17, than working 
hard and to pass his Sijil Pela- 
jaran Malaysia (SPM) examina- 
tion next March with flying 
colours 

All that he wanted was to make 
his parents proud and to set a 
good example for his three 
younger siblings, 

However, things tookan abrupt 
tam when his parents. Muham- 
mad Ridzwan Salleh, 42, and Ros- 
mawatl Ismail, 39, were killed In a 
crush at KmS7 of the PLUS Ex- 
pressway near Gurun en Thurs- 
day evening. 

The tragedy left Amirul and his 
siblings, Muhammad Alif Irfan, 
15: Nurin Alya wanie, Iz: and 
Muhammad Ridz Danial. 5, or- 


phanod. 


"IL will have to be strony for my 
siblings. 1 will focus on preparing 
for SPM while looking after my 
siblings, omar! Danial. 

"My siblings will stay with me. I 
will look after them with the help 
of our relatives.” Amiru! said ar 
the Sultan Abdul Halim Hospital 
(SAID mortuary, where a med- 
ical examiner was carrying ont a 
post-mortem examination on his 
parents’ remains. 

Inthe 2pm incident, Ridzwan, a 
yoldier with the rank of corporal 
attached to the Hobart Camp in 
Jeniang, was riding his Benelli 
TNT 600cc machine to visit Rós- 
mawati's mother, Jumallah Saad, 
60), who was undergaing dialysis 
treatment at HSAH 

Ridzwan lost the contro! of his 
motorcycle and crashed into the 
tearof an army truck. 


The machine caught fire in the 
crash and the couple crashed into 
the truck's cargo bay, 

Ridawan, who also suffered 
burns, died on the ipat. Ros 
mawati died two hours Later at 
HSAH, 

Amirul. a student af SMK Batu 
5, Jeniang, wus-attending addi 
tional classes In school when he 
was told af the tragedy, 

“My mother always reminded 
me not to skip my prayers and to 
look after my siblings if anything 
happened to her. 

“Te never crossed my mind that 
bothof my parents would be gone 
forever In an Instant. 

"| can't find words to describe 
how devastated we are, but 1 will 
have to pull myself together for 
miy siblings,” 

His daunting tisk now is to 


Muhammad Amirul Ikhwan with his younger siblings waiting to claim 
Their parents remain af Sultan Abdul Halim Hospital in Sungai 


Petani yesteriiay, 6x ir raum 
calm his siblings, who are stiil 
ahockod by the sudden passing of 
their parents, 

“Lust night, Danial was a bit 
last by what had just happened. 
He kept on asking about our pare 
ents, It will take a while for him to 
perused tothe situation.” 

Amirul said his parents were a 


COURTES: 26 


ai. 


real recognise the Malaysia Dhamma 


MALAYER LAMA Sanya 


nosiuchyum kanthanensix and 
Vatica kanthanensi, 

The endemic fauna categorised 
as critically endangered include a 
prehistoric spider, Liphisrius 
kanthanensis, and & lizard called 
Cytrodactylas guakanthanersis. 


ipic: The Dhanin 
Sakyamuni Monastery in 
Gunung Kanrhan, Chemor 


TULF 


loving couple who really cared for 
them. 

His father, he said, wasan avid 
superbike enthusiast. He said his 
mother always accompanied his 
father on riding trips. 

The coupte were buried at the 
Segantang Garam Muslim Ceme- 
tery in Merbok yesterday, 


Committee formed to look into 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery, 
says Perak MB 


W 


By ILI AQILAH 


Sunday, 17 Sep 2023 6:11PMMYT 


IDAN 


IPOH: A special committee has been formed to look into the case involving the Dhamma 
Sakyamuni Caves Monastery, says Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad (pic). 


The Perak Mentri Besar said the committee will see what can be done and added that it wi 
by state national integration committee chairman A. Sivanesan 
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listen to both parties,” he said. 


Saarani told reporters this after attending the Karnival Mesra Anak Muda (Youth Carnival) at 
Stadium Indera Mulia here on Sunday (Sept 17). 


He said the state will try to handle the case according to the law. 


The Court of Appeal had on Sept 5 reversed the Ipoh High Court's decision, allowing cement 
manufacturer Associated Pan Malaysia Cement to evict the century-old Buddhist monastery in 
Kanthan, Chemor. 


The three-member bench of the appellate court had said that the monastery had failed to raise 


any triable issues to prevent the eviction order. 


STARPICKS 


More speed for less 


Last October, the High Court dismissed the cement company's application to evict the monastery. 
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Kanthan land dispute case to be 
mediated by state govt 


W 


By ILI AQILAH 


NATION 


Monday, 18 Sep 2023 


IPOH: A special committee meeting will be held with the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery 
and Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) over the Kanthan land dispute case, says Perak 
Mentri Besar. 


Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad said the state will try to handle the case according to the law. 


“The special committee will be led by state national integration committee chairman A. Sivanesan. 
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Ind€ra Iviulla yesterday. 


Saarani was asked to comment on the matter after the century-old Buddhist monastery lost an 
appeal against an eviction order at the appellate court earlier this month. 


The Court of Appeal had on Sept 5 reversed the Ipoh High Court’s decision, allowing APMC, a 
cement manufacturing company, to evict the century-old Buddhist monastery in Kanthan, 
Chemor. 


The appellate court had said that the monastery had failed to raise any triable issues to prevent 
the eviction order. 


STARPICKS 


More speed for less 


In October last year, the High Court here dismissed the application by the cement company that 
tried to evict the monastery. 


Saarani said the state was unable to give its own comments as it would be subjudice. 


“Since the decision was under the court’s jurisdiction, we cannot simply share any interpretations,” 
he said. 


Separately, Saarani said the state has started discussions with airline companies to bring in more 
flights to the state from several Asian countries as it prepares for Visit Perak Year 2024. 


“State tourism, industry, investment and corridor development committee chairman Loh Sze Yee 
and state public transport committee chairman Datuk Seri Mohammad Nizar Jamaluddin are in 
discussion with the respective airline companies. 


“The matter is also being discussed with the Transport Ministry, and we are waiting for clearance 
from the ministry before we can announce it,” he said, adding that the Sultan Azlan Shah Airport 
here has daily flights to Singapore and Johor. 


“We can't reveal the destination yet, but what we can share is that it is within Asia,” he added. 


Saarani also said that the state has allocated about RM7mil to upgrade and repair some of the 
tourist attractions in the state that are in less favourable condition. 


“There are several attractions, like the Pasir Salak Historical Complex, that are in need of 
renovations and upgrades. 


Home For You Bookmark Audio Search 


LATEST HEADLINES PKR MP ordered to pay RM80,000 to ex-aide for defamation NEWSLETTER 


HOME NEWS BERITA BUSINESS LIFESTYLE OPINION WORLD PROPERTY SPORTS E 


Monastery eviction case highlights 
nature-human clash, says MNS president 


Vincent Chow has called for dialogue involving experts in geology and ecology to find a 
mutually beneficial solution. 


Naveen Prabu - 14 Sep 2023, 9:00am 


60 Share Tweet Share Email 
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altered to meet human needs, Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) president 


Vincent Chow said. 


Chow was commenting on the Court of Appeal’s recent decision granting 
permission for Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) to evict a 


century-old Buddhist monastery situated in Gunung Kanthan, Perak. 


Stay up-to-date by following FMT's Telegram channel FMT 


In its ruling, a three-judge panel said the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves 


Monastery did not have any legal basis to halt the eviction order. 


“Certainly, we all hold a fondness for nature and harbour fears of losing 
precious habitats. Personally, I find the verdict quite disheartening, given 


that it pertains to the disruption of natural creations. 


“However, we must also acknowledge the 
existence of pressing human necessities,” 
Chow told FMT. 


Gunung Kanthan is one of 12 remaining 


limestone hills in Kinta Valley National 


Geopark, home to several endangered species 


LATEST HEADLINES PKR MP ordered to pay RM80,000 to ex-aide for defamation NEWSLETTER 


About 80% ot the hill has already been cleared by quarrying activities. 


The ecologist called for a dialogue involving experts in all related fields, 
particularly geology and ecology, to work together towards a solution 


beneficial to all parties concerned. 


“Tt is important to determine whether the caves’ destruction (will be) a 


great loss to Malaysia or just one of those things,” said Chow. 


Tan Kee Huar, president of the Taiping Buddhist Society, said APMC 
should consider handing the land over to the monastery if such a move 


will not significantly affect the company’s business operations. 


“Although relocating the monastery is technically possible, the unique 
statues and sculptures, which are integral to the site’s identity and 
possibly its historical value, would be permanently lost, representing an 


irreplaceable loss to the community and to heritage,” he said. 


Tan said it was critical that archaeologists be involved in efforts to 


preserve the monastery. 


“Archaeologists can tell how old the temple is, and that can give us 
support and strength for the law authorities to reconsider, because there 


is historical value there,” he said. 


He said although Buddhists are inclined to protect their temples and 


monasteries, the primary concern here is the legal ownership of the land. 


“Some of these Buddhist temples are constructed on private property, 
which often leads to the government denying them licences as they are 


not the official landowners,” he said. 
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Consider This: Gunung Kanthan — Perak’s 
Quarrying Dilemma 


Public Interest 

Leong Cheok Keng : Provide updates on latest news about Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni 
Caves Monastery and why its important to preserve and protect Gunung Kanthan and the 
monastery. They will continue to protect their home and will not leave. The next step decision 
to appeal to Federal Court. 


Dr Ros Fatihah, President of Caves and Karst Malaysia : Confirmed that the area where the 
caves monastery is located (Zone C) should be preserved and not destroyed. 


https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=rzlfZ-1arxl 


Petition Link 


Website : 


g t/b8p vPKC8HZ 
- httos://wwv nonasterv.com 
ttps://www.saveourmonastery.com/ 
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